PATAGONIA AYSÉN
Carretera Austral
TRAVEL PLANNER
October 2021 - September 2022

Neff Glacier – Carretera Austral

Dear Friends:
Gran Patagonia is a tour operator established in the city of Coyhaique in Aysen, Patagonia for over 31 years.
We are proud to announce that beyond operating this region, we have extended our services to the rest of
the Patagonia in Chile and Argentina, including Tierra del Fuego, Puerto Williams in Navarino Island and the
Antarctic since 2016, providing a personalized service in the Region of Magallanes.
These are world-renowned tourist destinations, where you can enjoy its wild natural beauty and its warm ad
welcoming people.
We seek to be the leading tourism company in Patagonia, innovating in the development of sustainable
tourist products with the participation and real benefits for the local communities. We want to seduce our
clients with the quality of our products and services and our special care for the environment.
We are proud to have been awarded the “Seal of Quality Tourism” by SERNATUR, Chile’s National Tourism
Board for 9 years. Gran Patagonia is also part of the local Chamber of Commerce, 'Turismo de Coyhaique
Board' and nationwide “FEDETUR” .
With this Travel Planner, Gran Patagonia offers the trade our entire menu of touristic programs and activities
in Patagonia with all its natural beauty, which have been created thanks to the efforts of many small
entrepreneurs eager to reveal, through tourism, the infinite attraction of this part of the world. Patagonia is
still unpolluted and has still unexplored spaces in their pristine natural stage.
Gran Patagonia presents its updated Manual of Services for 2021-2022. We have included a wide variety of
activities, excursions and programs that can be enjoyed in the length and width of Patagonia.
We invite you to be our partners and all together take care of this unique marvel of the planet.

Jaime Guazzini N.
General Manager
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Tamara Matic M.
Commercial and
Operations Manager
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PREMIUM PROGRAMS
(GP AYN 101) ROUTE OF THE NATIONAL PARKS & ARGENTINIAN PATAGONIA (13 days / 12 nights)
(GP AYN 102) CARRETERA AUSTRAL – PATAGONIA PARK – CALETA TORTEL - NORTH ICE FIELDS (5D/ 4N)
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EXCURSIONS
EXCURSIONS AT NORTHEN CARRETERA AUSTRAL
(GP AYN 001) RAFTING FUTALEUFÚ RIVER (4h30)
(GP AYN 002) DUCKIES FUTALEUFÚ RIVER ( INFLATABLE KAYAKS) (3 hours)
(GP AYN 003) PIEDRA DEL AGUILA HIKING – FUTALEUFÚ (4 hours)
(GP AYN 004) SEA-LIONS & AUSTRAL DOLPHINS OBSERVATION from Raul Marín Balmaceda (2 hours)
(GP AYN 005) NAVIGATION AND THERMAL WATER WELL AT MAGDANELA ISLAND NATIONAL PARK
from Puerto Cisnes (5 hours)
(GP AYN 006) SEA-LIONS, AUSTRAL DOLPHINS AND WHALES OBSERVATION from from RMB (4 horas) –NEW
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EXCURSIONS FROM COYHAIQUE OR NEARBY
(GP AYN 010) COYHAIQUE CITY TOUR (3 hours)
(GP AYN 011) PATAGONIAN TRADITIONS AT CAMPO BONANZA (3 hours)
(GP AYN 012) FD FLY FISHING IN PATAGONIA - COYHAIQUE NEARBY (8 to 9 hours)
(GP AYN 013) FD QUEULAT NATIONAL PARK (12 hours)
(GP AYN 014) HORSEBACK RIDING IN FUNDO PANGUILEMU (3 or 5 hours)
(GP AYN 015) HIKING AT AIKEN DEL SUR PARK & PUERTO AYSEN (7h15)
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(GP AYN 016) MARBLE CHAPELS AT GENERAL CARRERA LAKE (12 hours)
(GP AYN 017) FLY OVER SAN RAFAEL LAGOON AND GLACIER (2h30)
(GP AYN 018) MARBLE CHAPELS & CAVERNS AT GENERAL CARRERA LAKE (13 hours)
(GP AYN 019) SAN RAFAEL LAGOON AND GLACIER from Puerto Chacabuco (13 hours)
(GP AYN 020A) TREK LAGUNA VERDE AT CERRO CASTILLO NATIONAL PARK (10 hours)
(GPA YN 020B) TREK NEW ZEALANDER CAMP AT CERRO CASTILLO NATIONAL PARK (10 hours)
(GP AYN 020C) TREK THE GLACIERS LOOK-OUT POINT –CERRO CASTILLO NAT. PARK (6 hours)
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(GP AYN 021) COYHAIQUE BY BICYCLE (3 hours)
(GP AYN 022) MOUNTAIN BIKE AT CERRO CASTILLO NATIONAL PARK from Coyhaique (7 hours)
(GP AYN 023) RIO SIMPSON NATIONAL RESERVE & KAYAK IN AYSEN RIVER (7h30)
(GP AYN 024) CONDOR OBSERVATION AT COYHAIQUE ALTO (6h30)
(GP AYN 025) GAUCHO PATAGÓN – COUNTRYSIDE ACITIVITIES (6 to 6,30 hous)
(GP AYN 026) PATAGONIAN FLAVOURS AND TRADITIONS AT MAÑIHUALES VILLAGE (6h30)
(GP AYN 027) SEIS LAGUNAS AND ELIZALDE LAKE TOUR – in shared basis (4 hours)
(GP AYN 028) CERRO CASTILLO & RIO IBAÑEZ CASCADES (5h30)
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EXCURSIONS FROM SOUTHERN CARRETERA AUSTRAL
(GP AYN 040 ICE TREKKING AT EXPLORADORES GLACIER (6 or 9 hours)
(GP AYN 041) RAFTING ON THE BAKER RIVER from Puerto Bertrand (2h30)
(GP AYN 042) SAN RAFAEL LAGOON & GLACIER from Exploradores Bay (12 or 8 hours)
(GP AYN 043) TREKKING AT LEONES GLACIER LOOK-OUT POINT from Puerto Tranquilo– (10 hours)
(GP AYN 044) NAVIGATION TO O´HIGGINS GLACIER from Villa O´Higgins (8 hours)
(GP AYN 045) LEONES GLACIER BY JET-BOAT from Puerto Guadal (9 hours)
(GP AYN 046) ICE TREKKING AT CALLUQUEO GLACIER from Cochrane town (7 hours)
(GP AYN 047) FLY OVER THE NORTHEN ICE FIELDS by helicopter
(GP AYN 048) FLY-FISHING IN THE AREA OF PUERTO TRANQUILO (HD or FD)
(GP AYN 049) FLY-FISHING IN THE BAKER RIVER (HD or FD)
(GP AYN 050) NAVEGATION TO LOS MUERTOS ISLAND from Caleta Tortel (3 hours)
(GP AYN 051) MARBLE CHAPELS BY KAYAK or BY PRIVATE MOTOR-BOAT (2,40hr or 1,30hr) – NEW
(GP AYN 052) FULL MARBLE NATURAL SANCTUARY NAVEGATION from Pto. Tranquilo - (2,45hr) –NEW
(GP AYN 053) HD HORSE-BACK RIDING IN BAHIA MURTA – (4,30 hours) – NEW
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PRIVATE PROGRAMS
(GP AYN 103) MARBLE CHAPELS & EXPLORADORES VALLEY (3 days / 2 nights)
(GP AYN 104) SAN RAFAEL LAGOON & GLACIER from Puerto Chacabuco (3 days / 2 nights)
(GP AYN 105) MARBLE CHAPELS AND ICE TREK AT EXPLORADORES VALLEY (3 days / 2 nights)
(GP AYN 106) DEEP SOUTHERN PATAGONIA (5 days / 4 nights)
(GP AYN 107) SELF DRIVE – SOUTHERN CARRETERA AUSTRAL (4 days / 3 nights)
(GP AYN 108) SELF DRIVE – NORTHERN CARRETERA AUSTRAL (4 days / 3 nights)
(GP AYN 109) RIVERS & GLACIERS AT NORTHERN PATAGONIA (8 days / 7 nights)
(GP AYN 110) HIKING AT BOSQUE ENCANTADO & QUEULAT NATIONAL PARK (3 days / 2 nights)
(GP AYN 111) TREK PROGRAM - NORTHERN CARRETERA AUSTRAL (5 days/4 nights)
(GP AYN 112) MARBLE CHAPELS AND SAN RAFAEL LAGOON AND GLACIER (3 days / 2 nights)
(GP AYN 113) UNTAMED SAN RAFAEL LAGOON AND GLACIER – (4 days / 3 nights)
(GP AYN 114) MUST-DO TREK AT CERRO CASTILLO NATIONAL PARK (2 days / 1 night)
(GP AYN 115) TREK TO LAS HORQUETAS TRAIL –CERRO CASTILLO NATIONAL PARK (4 days/3 nights)

PAG 64
PAG 66
PAG 67
PAG 69
PAG 73
PAG 76
PAG 79
PAG 85
PAG 87
PAG 93
PAG 96
PAG 99
PAG 101

SEMI-PRIVATE PROGRAMS (SIB- Half Board)
(GP AYN 201) NORTHEN CARRETERA AUSTRAL (4 days / 3 nights)
(GP AYN 202) SOUTHERN CARRETERA AUSTRAL (4 days / 3 nights)
(GP AYN 203) OVERLAND CARRETERA AUSTRAL from Puerto Montt to Coyhaique (7 days / 6 nights)
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FLY FISHING PROGRAMMES
(GP AYN 301) COYHAIQUE RIVER LODGE (5 days/ 4 nights)
(GP AYN 302) LOS TORREONES LODGE (5 days/ 4 nights)
(GP AYN 303) GREEN BAKER LODGE– BAKER RIVER (5 days / 4 nights)
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PREMIUM PROGRAM – PATAGONIA NATIONAL PARKS ROUTE
(GP AYN 101) ROUTE OF THE NATIONAL PARKS AND ARGENTINIAN PATAGONIA OVERLAND

(13 days /12 nights)

Day 1: Balmaceda Airport –Cerro Castillo Village
Arrival at Balmaceda airport, reception and start of the trip along the Carretera Austral heading south for 100 km.
Visits and stops in the surroundings. Accommodation in a simple and basic local hostel. Box lunch or lunch type menu,
depending on the arrival time of the flight.
Day 2: FD Trek Cerro Castillo National Park / Laguna Verde – Puerto Tranquilo
Early in the morning, the 9km trek to the majestic Laguna Verde begins.
The hike begins through lenga and ñire forests and continues through a moraine until reaching Laguna Verde, with
unique views towards the General Carrera Lake and the Ibañez River Valley. It is estimated 3.30 hours of hiking by
path of medium difficulty with several climbs up to the Lagoon. Once at the top, there will be a well-deserved 45minute rest to enjoy a replenishing box lunch and appreciate in all its magnitude the Laguna Verde, which is formed
by the water of the imposing glaciers of Cerro Castillo.
At the agreed time, we will begin to say goodbye to this natural wonder walking back 2.30 approximate hours. along
the same path to the starting point, where we will take our vehicle to continue to the town of Puerto Tranquilo,
83km south. Accommodation in El Puesto Hostel or similar.
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Day 3: FD Lagoon and Glacier San Rafael National Park
Let yourself be carried away by the force of the glacier and the life that surrounds it. A landscape of blue color,
with impressive landslides and ice floes that will take you back to another era and remind you of the experience
of simply sitting and being embraced by nature.
Departure at 07:30 am from Puerto Tranquilo, to move by 77Km west to Bahía Exploradores.
Upon arrival around 09:30 am, you will be greeted by the crew that will accompany you in this unforgettable
experience.
Prior to departure in a covered and fast boat for a maximum of 10 passengers, the guide will give a brief safety
talk and a general description of the trip.
Here begins a gentle navigation through the delta of the Exploradores River, a scenario of particular beauty in
which breakfast will be enjoyed. After approximately 2,30hr of navigation you will arrive at the San Rafael
Lagoon National Park to admire its Glacier and the magnificent natural scenery that surrounds it. You will enjoy
a lunch box-type lunch in front of the blue wall and as a bajativo you will be able to drink the famous whiskey
with millenary ice and enjoy a warm coffee. Later you will start the return to Bahía Exploradores, arriving
approximately at 5pm to the pier. Return by car to Puerto Tranquilo. Estimated time of arrival 07pm.
Accommodation at Hostal El Puesto or similar.
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Day 4: Marble Chapels Natural Sanctuary and Rafting on the Baker River
Early this morning we will move to the shores of Lake General Carrera for a navigation to the Nature Sanctuary
"Capillas de Mármol" by kayak, a place of singular scenic beauty, where the waves of the lake have eroded and
polished the limestone, forming very attractive caves (2,30hr app).
Continue south (68km) to Puerto Bertrand. Basic lunch menu in local restaurant.
In the afternoon, enjoy rafting activity on the Baker River, the largest river in Chile with class 2 and 3+ rapids.
This activity is carried out in the first 6 km of the Baker River, starting from Lake Bertrand, where the
equipment with which the descent is done is set up. Lodging in Green Baker Lodge or similar.
* This activity is suitable for people who like adventure and adrenaline and who have no problem getting wet.

Day 5: Trekking at Parque Patagonia (National Park)
Early this morning, continue for 50 minutes south-east to the Parque Patagonia National Park, donated by
“Douglas Tompkins Conservation" to the Republic of Chile.
This day you can choose any of the several options of trails available, according to the preference of
passengers. Box lunch. In the evening, continue to the town of Chile Chico (3,45hr app). Accommodation at
Posada del Río Hotel or similar.
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Day 6: Cuevas de las Manos Park – Ruta 40 – Argentina
First thing in the morning, continue east into Argentina through Jeinimeni, to continue along Route 40 until
Cuevas de las Manos Park (2,30hr app). Guided tour with box lunch.
This park is an archaeological and cave paintings site located in the deep ravine of the Pinturas River, west of
the Santa Cruz Province. Its interest lies in the beauty of the cave paintings, as well as in its amazing old data:
until now, the oldest inscriptions are dated the year 7,350 BC, being one of the oldest artistic expressions of
the South American peoples and has been declared a Heritage of Humanity by UNESCO.
In the afternoon, continue for approximately 4hr southbound to the village of Gobernador Gregores. Lodging
in hostel or hotel tourist category.

Day 7: El Chaltén – Laguna Capri y Monte Fitz-Roy Look-Out Point
Continue this journey to the south along Route 40 up to the town of El Chaltén (5hr app), bordering Lake
Viedma to the slopes of Mount Fitz Roy and Cerro Torre. Basic lunch menu in local restaurant.
In the afternoon, a soft trek and climb is recommended for 1.45hr app, (resting at the photo stops to
appreciate the vistas towards the Rio de las Vueltas Valley) and you will partially see the colossal and famous
Mount Fitz Roy. Once at the top, we can see in its total magnitude this emblematic stone mass, the Fitz Roy,
flanked by Poincenot needles, Saint Exupery, Mermoz and Guillaumet. A few meters away, you take a detour
that ends in the beautiful Capri Lagoon, surrounded by native forests. The return to El Chaltén will be mostly
downhill and along the same path.
*** 4,30hr app. Accommodation in tourist class hotel.
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Day 8: Trekking Mount Fitz Roy – Argentina – around 10 hours
This is the main trekking in the area and one of the most beautiful as it leads us to the base of the mythical
Mount Fitz Roy.
At the agreed time, transfer to the beginning of the trail, which is located 18 km from El Chaltén.
Start the trekking through forests of lengas and ñires, bordering the Blanco River. Following this path, at only
1.15hr of walking you will reach a first viewpoint with an excellent vista of the Piedras Blancas Glacier. After
this stop, take some pictures and receive information from the guide. Later cross the river by a suspension
bridge, to reach the Base Camp "Rio Blanco" only used by climbers. In case of inclement weather, there is a
good logs shelter. From this point, those with remaining energy can continue with the guide to the Mirador de
Laguna de los Tres at 500 meters of altitude (1hr). From this viewpoint you will observe and admire the
spectacular view of the Fitz Roy massif, the lagoon and its glaciers. A few meters away, you can also discover
an excellent view of the Laguna Sucia.
After a well-deserved rest and refueling box lunch, the trek back to El Chaltén begins.
Accommodation in tourist class hotel.
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Day 9: El Calafate Town / Perito Moreno Glacier – Argentina
After breakfast, continue your trip up to the majestic Perito Moreno Glacier/Park (4,30hr app), passing by El
Calafate town.
Only a few kilometers from El Calafate you will see Lake Argentino with its Redonda Bay. This area is well
known for its important variety of avifauna, standing out the black-necked swan, flamingo, steam duck and
cauquén.
During the first 40 km. the Patagonian steppe is crossed, passing later to the entrance of the National Park to
observe the arboreal vegetation pertaining in its great majority to the family "notofagus" (ñires, cherries,
lengas), flowers of many colors, highlighting the notro for its intense red color.
Once in the Park / Glacier, we see the majesty that marvels the eyes of the traveler, and once recovered from
the astonishment we will walk the stairs or footbridges to get different views of the front of the 5km wide
Glacier. Lunch is not included.
At the agreed time, return to El Calafate. Accommodation at Hotel Lar Aike or similar.
*** It is important to keep in mind we must follow the rules of the signs in this part of the Park, never leaving the
runways.
On-site services: The Moreno Glacier area offers a restaurant, a snack-bar and toilets.
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Day 10 : El Calafate Town / Torres del Paine National Park – Chile
Breakfast. At the agreed time, continue towards the Torres del Paine National Park (5 to 6hr). Along the way it is
possible to spot local fauna including the ñandu (South American ostrich) and the guanaco, a wild camelid.
Torres del Paine, the 8th world-wide wonder, is known for the giant rocks that give its name, giant granite modeled
by the force of glacial ice. After entering the park, discover a series of intense colored lagoons, mountains covered
with ice and abundant local fauna. Then stop for a 15-minute walk to the Salto Grande on the Paine River.
Basic lunch menu in hostería or local restaurant. Accommodation at Hotel del Paine or similar.

Day 11: FD Torres del Paine National Park
Free day to explore other areas of interest in the Park, hiking to observe wildlife, or FD trekking to the Torres
Base, or hire a fishing trip, ride, etc., according to the interest of the passengers.
At early evening, transfer to Puerto Natales (2hr app). Overnight at Hotel Costa Australis or similar.
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Day 12: Puerto Natales / Punta Arenas
Continue to Punta Arenas (3hr app). Rest of the day at leisure to explore this interesting city rich in history.
Accommodation at Hotel Cabo de Hornos or similar.

Day 13: Airport – Optional, HD navigation to Magdalena Island, Magellanic penguin observation.
At the agreed time, transfer to the airport of Punta Arenas (20 minutes).
*** Optional: Enjoy a half-day excursion, (subject to weather conditions), navigating the Strait of Magellan to
the famous Magdalena Island to observe one of the largest colonies of Magellanic penguins, from November to
mid-March.
Return to Punta Arenas around noon.
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It includes:
✓ Transfers in private service with driver / guide English
or Spanish speaking up to 5 passengers. From 6 up, a
driver + guide is considered.
✓ Day 8 does not consider vehicle/drive service.
✓ Meals specified in the itinerary, basic menu, with 1
mineral water, or box lunch.
✓ Activities mentioned.
✓ Entrance tickets to all the mentioned Parks in Chile.
Entrance Parks in Argentina, must be paid directly.
✓ Accommodation with breakfast in tourist- 3 stars and
superior category hotels.
✓ Cooler with light snacks and mineral water in the
vehicle.

It does not include:
✓ Tips.
✓ Additional drinks.
✓ Other meals not mentioned.
✓ Other services not mentioned.
✓ Entrance tickets to the Parks in Argentina.
✓ Travel insurance policy.
✓ Tour conductor.
Bring:
✓ Out-door clothes in layers and waterproof.
✓ Sunglasses with UV filter and sunscreen.
✓ Binoculars.
✓ Trekking poles.
✓ Waterproof trekking shoes.
✓ Gloves, hat, buff, windbreaker.

Remarks:
Navigations and activities are subject to weather conditions, since in Patagonia the weather is unpredictable.
The hotels considered are of different categories, but always guaranteeing comfort and good service.
The hours of travel from one place to another are extensive, since the program covers a total of 1,500 km app.
Roads are combined, sections of gravel and others with pavement. Possible road works on the route.
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PREMIUM PROGRAM
(GP AYN 102) PATAGONIA NATIONAL PARK + CALETA TORTEL + NORTH ICE FIELD

(5 days /4 nights)

Day 1:
BALMACEDA AIRPORT – CARRETERA AUSTRAL – PATAGONIA PARK
Arrive at Balmaceda Airport no later than midday. Reception to start the journey south on the Carretera Austral,
crossing the Cerro Castillo National Park, where you might see huemuls, our national deer, if lucky. Also, privileged
views of the imposing Cerro Castillo peak.
After following a great segment of the Ibañez and Murta Rivers, arrive at Puerto Tranquilo town on General Carrera
Lake, where lunch will be served in a local restaurant. Afterwards, drive a few kilometers to start paddling you kayak
(2h30 app), or ride your private motor-boat (1h30app) to visit the Marble Chapels Sanctuary of Nature. Depending on
the condition of the lake, you may go into several caves to touch the marble and feel how water and wind have molded
it into its soft characteristic form. Back to the shore, continue your drive to the south along the great Baker River from
its source. This river is the biggest by volume of any Chilean river. After a brief stop at the confluence of the Baker and
Neff Rivers, you’ll reach the Patagonia National Park –Valle Chacabuco Lodge, where well-deserved dinner will be
served. Overningt.

Day 2:
PATAGONIA NATIONAL PARK
Breakfast. Participate of an informative talk about the Patagonia National Park to start the day , giving you all the
information about the origin and uses of the park, and the trails options you can carry out there. Then, enjoy a short
orientation walk to learn and visit the surrounding areas, followed by lunch. In the afternoon go for your selected
activity (trail). Dinner and accommodation at the Lodge.
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Day 3:
FD CALETA TORTEL
Breakfast. This day starts heading south to the picturesque little town of Caleta Tortel. This place has been declared as a
Traditional Site because of its particular architecture and lifestyle. Here, streets are replaced by walkways made out of
Cypress of Guaitecas wood. They criss-cross the whole cove, allowing the biodiversity of the zone to be preserved.
Together with the cold, rainy climate, untamed nature and hard lifestyle the day a day work has built the character and
identity of the people. The hospitality and warmth of the inhabitants makes it an unforgettable destination – walking its
unique traditional gangways. Lunch in a local restaurant in the town itself. In the afternoon, return to Valle Chacabuco
Lodge, dinner and accommodation.

Day 4:
FLY OVER THE NORTHERN PATAGONIAN ICE FIELD (Optional) – COYHAIQUE
Breakfast. Morning free to enjoy Patagonia's beauties. However, we recommend flying over the North Patagonian Ice
Field, with its 4,200 square kilometers (1,640 square miles) of ice and Patagonia's highest peak, Mount San Valentin, over
4,000 meters (13,900 feet) high. During the flight, you will observe the Exploradores, San Rafael, Leones, Soler and
Colonia Glaciers, and see the whole length of General Carrera Lake, crossing from Chile to Argentina. After this over-flight
of the Ice Fields, begin the return drive to Coyhaique. Box lunch en route. Dine is not included. Accommodation in
Patagonia Dreams Hotel.

Day 5:
COYHAIQUE – BALMACEDA AIRPORT
Breakfast. At the agreed time, transfer to Balmaceda Airport, 55km (33 miles) to take a flight to your next destination.
* Depending on the time of departure, we recommend to take a half-day excursion from Coyhaique.
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It includes:
✓
Transportation on private service with driver/guide for up
to 5 passengers. From 6 or more, a driver plus
English/Spanish guide.
✓
Accommodation and food according to the itinerary.
✓
Excursions mentioned in the program.
✓
Cooler with snacks at all times on the vehicle while on the
Carretera Austral.
✓
Meals mentioned in the program including 1 mineral
water.

Not Included:
✓ Tips.
✓ Travel insurance policy.
✓ We suggest to dress in outdoor clothing in
layers, including wind-cheater and
waterproofs, as the weather in Patagonia is
unpredictable.

Remarks:
✓ The flight arrival time must be no later than mid-day, to be able to operate the program as described.
✓ The over-flight over the North Patagonian Ice Field will be quoted upon request.
✓ At Valle Chacabuco Lodge, electricity is shut down every night from mid-night until 06:30am.
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EXCURSIONS AT NORTHERN CARRETERA AUSTRAL
(GP AYN 001) RAFTING IN FUTALEUFU RIVER

(4h30)

This section is of one of the most popular and fun of the Futaleufu River, its great volume of water makes its rapids an
unforgettable adventure. Previous experience is not necessary for this stretch, which is called “Bridge to Bridge”
because its rapids are between two bridges – the Zapata footbridge and Futaleufu Bridge. It includes Class III, IV and IV+
rapids, such as “Suspension Bridge”, “Magic Carpet”, “Pillow”, “Mundaca” and many more.
It includes:
✓ Transport out and back for the excursion.
✓ Snack
✓ Cataraft and safety kayak.
✓ Full river equipment:
▪ Neoprene suit, helmet, life -jacket,
neoprene shoes, wind-cheater.
▪ First aid kit.

Not included (Bring):
✓ Outdoor clothing in layers, including wind-cheater
and waterproofs as the weather in Patagonia is
unpredictable.
✓ Sun-glasses with UV filter.
✓ Swimsuit.
✓ Sunblock.
✓ Small towel and spare clothes.
✓ Insurance.
✓ Tips.

Remarks:
✓ This activity has some safety measures, firstly suitable equipment and complete instructions from professional guides.
✓ Requirements: Minimum 12 years old. People with physical agility (not obese) and good health. Every participant must be
able to swim.
✓ Level of difficulty: Moderate to high.
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(GP AYN 002) DUCKIES IN FUTALEUFU RIVER (INFLATABLE KAYAKS)

(3 hours)

Enjoy the natural beauty of Futaleufu in a different way. With or without experience, we invite you to try one of the
most exciting and fun tours we offer. 'Duckies' or inflatable kayaks are light, maneuverable and safe. Under the
supervision of our professional guides, you will experience and for ever remember the way you were in touch with
Mother Nature.
NORTHEAST – TOCULLON SECTION
Class I, II and III rapids in the Futaleufu or Espolon River. Start paddling on smooth waters, thus preparing ourselves for
the expected rapids further on. You will pass some obstacles at the beginning and then make a stop to jump from an
enormous rock into the river. On the same section, below, you will shoot some fun Class III rapids. This is the most
popular section, ideal for children and adults who want adventure and fun!
It includes:
✓ Transport out and back for the excursion.
✓ English/Spanish speaking guide.
✓ Snack.
✓ Full river equipment: neoprene suit, helmet, life
jacket, neoprene shoes and wind-cheater.
✓ First aid kit.

Not included (Bring):
✓ Sunblock.
✓ Swimsuit.
✓ Water, small towel.
✓ Spare cloth.
✓ Insurance policy.
✓ Tips.

Remarks:
✓ This activity has some safety measures, firstly suitable equipment and complete instructions from professional guides.
✓ Requirements: Minimum 16 years old. People with physical agility (not obese) and good health. Every participant must be able
to swim.
✓ Level of difficulty: Moderate to low.
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(GP AYN 003) HIKING PIEDRA DEL AGUILA – FUTALEUFU

(4 hours)

After breakfast, departure for a walk of about 12km. (7 miles). The trail goes along the Espolon and Noroeste Rivers,
with two natural attractions, the Piedra del Aguila (Eagle Rock) and the Lake Espolon Waterfalls, which empty into and
give rise to the second part of the river of the same name.
This is one of the most popular walks in the area, along the Espolon Valley with a detour halfway to a huge rock in the
form of an eagle called “Piedra del Aguila” that dominates the whole valley. Look out for condors and other birds of
prey gliding on the nearby thermals when you approach the top.
It includes:
✓ English/Spanish speaking guide.
✓ 1 bottle of mineral water and light snacks.

Level of difficulty: Moderate.

.

Terrain: Gravel
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Not included (Bring):
✓ Outdoor clothing in layers, including wind-cheater and
waterproofs, as the weather in Patagonia is unpredictable
✓ Hiking footwear.
✓ Hiking poles.
✓ Sun-glasses with UV filter.
✓ In summer, mosquito repellent.
✓ Tips.

(GP AYN 004) SEA-LIONS & AUSTRAL DOLPHINS OBSERVATION from Raul Marín Balmaceda

(2 hours)

This navigation is set in a protected marine area known as “Piti Palena”, for this reason this is a zone with high biodiversity and environmental protection.
At the agreed time, presentation at the Hostería Isla de Palena to register and to ensure participants count with the
proper out-fit to then walk for 3 minutes up Raul Marín Balmaceda’s jetty, where the specialized guide is going to make
a security speech before boarding the motorboat to sail for the sea-lions islands.
Throughout the two hour-navigation in the Petit Palena Fjord, you will be able contemplate the incredible scenic
beauties of the environment. If lucky, Austral dolphins known as “toninas”, Magellan penguins (depending on the time
of the year), as well as a large number of birds will be the delight of the bird watching lovers, such as: pelicans,
cormorants, King Fisher and seagulls among others. Finally, approach the sea lions island to observe a large group of
families.
After plenty of time to take great pictures and enjoy the wonders of the nature, return navigation to the jetty at Raúl
Marín Balmaceda.
*** Lunch in Raul Marín Balmaceda town to be quoted according to request.
It includes:
✓ Spanish/English basic speaking specialized guide in flora
and fauna.
✓ Life jacket.
✓ Light snack: cookies, coffee and water.

Remaks:
✓ Navigation in a private boat for max. 8 passengers.
✓ Operates all year, subject to weather conditions.
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Not Included / bring:
✓ Appropriate clothes for the activity.
✓ Sunscreen, sunglasses with UV filter.
✓ Mosquito repellent during summer.
✓ Bottle to refill water.
✓ Tips.
✓ Insurance policy.

(GP AYN 005) NAVIGATION AND THERMAL WATER WELL AT MAGDANELA ISLAND NATIONAL PARK

(5 hours)

In one of the best kept secrets of Patagonia, we will have the opportunity to sail for 1.30 hours from Puerto Cisnes,
through the Puyuhuapi Channel to the Magdalena Island National Park. During the navigation, and if lucky, we will be
able to see cormorants, Magellanic penguins, sea lions and different types of dolphins, such as the southern, Chilean or
bottlenose dolphins. From this perspective we will have a panoramic view of the Queulat Glacier, which can only be
seen from the sea.
Magdalena Island is located between the continent and the Guaitecas archipelago, in the commune of Río Cisnes, it is
one of the largest islands south of Chiloé and 80% of its surface is protected. In its center, the Mentolat volcano rises
1,660 meters between the exuberant flora of the North-Patagonian mountain range.
Upon reaching Magdalena Island we will venture to a comforting hot spring in a natural pool/well. Then during the
return navigation, we will enjoy a roasted fish with a good mate chatted aboard the boat.
It Includes:
✓ Excursion in regular service.
✓ Guide specialized in flora and fauna, only speaks Spanish.
✓ Life vest.
✓ Motor-boat capacity up to 12 passengers.
✓ Entrance ticket.
✓ Snack and water.
✓ Home-made lunch based on fish.

It does not include/ Bring:
✓ Warm clothes for the activity.
✓ Sunblock, sunglasses with UV filter.
✓ During summer months, mosquito repellent.
✓ Swimsuit, sandals and towel.
✓ Tips
✓ Insurance

Operation: from October to March from Monday to Saturday, subject to availability and weather conditions.
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(GP AYN 006) SEA-LIONS, AUSTRAL DOLPHINS AND WHALES OBSERVATION from Raul Marín Balmaceda

(4 hours)

This navigation is set in a protected marine area known as “Piti Palena”, for this reason this is a zone with high biodiversity and environmental protection.
At the agreed time, presentation at the Hostería Isla de Palena to register and to ensure participants count with the
proper out-fit to then walk for 3 minutes up Raul Marín Balmaceda’s jetty, where the specialized guide is going to make
a security speech before boarding the motorboat to sail for the Corcovado Gulf and Añihué Bay.
This excursion takes approx. 4 hours and may be extended up to 6 hours, depending on the whales watching.
During the navigation you will be able to contemplate the incredible scenic beauties of the environment. If lucky,
Austral dolphins known as “toninas”, Magellan penguins (depending on the time of the year), as well as a large number
of birds will be the delight of the bird watching lovers, such as: pelicans, cormorants, King Fisher and seagulls among
others. Finally, approach the sea lions island to observe a large group of families.
After plenty of time to take great pictures and enjoy the wonders of the nature, return navigation to the jetty at Raúl
Marín Balmaceda.
*** Lunch in Raul Marín Balmaceda town to be quoted according to request.
It includes:
✓ Spanish/English basic speaking specialized guide in flora
and fauna.
✓ Life jacket.
✓ Snack:1 sándwich, 1 piece of fruite, 1 chocolate, juice,
coffee and wáter.

Remaks:
✓ Navigation in a private boat for max. 8 passengers.
✓ Operates from January trhu March, subject to
weather conditions.
✓ The sightseeing of fauna can not be guaranteed since
they are in their natural hábitat.
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Not Included / bring:
✓ Appropriate clothes for the activity.
✓ Sunscreen, sunglasses with UV filter.
✓ Mosquito repellent during summer.
✓ Bottle to refill water.
✓ Tips.
✓ Insurance policy.

EXCURSIONS FROM COYHAIQUE OR NEARBY
(GP AYN 010) COYHAIQUE CITY TOUR

(3 hours)

Founded in 1929, Coyhaique is the capital city of unexplored and remote Patagonia Aysen. It sits in a beautiful valley of
rolling hills between the Simpson and Coyhaique Rivers, with Divisadero Hill to the south.
Start the day with a walk to get to know the city, discovering the various neighborhoods and always with an eye for the
incomparable surrounding natural beauty. Continuing to the 'Piedra del Indio' (Indian's Rock) lookout point to observe a
rock formation which looks like the face of an indigenous man. Also appreciate the river and nature around this point of
interest.
Afterwards visit the points of interest of the city, such as the 'Plaza del Pionero' (Pioneer Square) with its monument to
the Sheep Farmer and the Artisans Market, where craft products from the whole region are sold. This is opposite the
'Plaza de Armas' (Main Square) which has an interesting pentagonal shape.
Finally, make a visit to the D'Olbeck Brewery. This local beer factory was founded by a family of Belgian immigrants.
The excellent beer is made with European quality ingredients and the pure, crystalline water of Patagonia. Afer visiting
the brewery enjoy a beer tasting.
It includes:
✓ Private transportation.
✓ Driver/ bilingual guide (Spanish/English) for up to 4 pax.
✓ Driver + guide for 5 or more pax.
✓ Visit and tasting, D'Olbeck Brewery.

Note: Ask about opening times for the visit to the D'Olbeck Brewery.
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Not included (Bring):
✓ Outdoor clothing in layers, including wind-cheater and
waterproofs, as the weather in Patagonia is unpredictable.
✓ Sun-glasses with UV filter.
✓ In summer, mosquito repellent.
✓ Tips.
✓ Travel insurance.

(GP AYN 011) PATAGONIAN TRADITIONS AT CAMPO BONANZA

(3 hours)

At the agreed time transfer to Campo Bonanza, a private field located at the area of “Cerro Negro”, 7 kilometers (4,5
miles) distance from Coyhaique, to enjoy of an exceptional experience filled of local flavors and traditions.

Upon arrival, an appetizer will be served accompanied with a local “wine in a boot”, always with traditional live local
music and dances as background. Afterwards, participants will enjoy the traditional preparation of the “Lamb on a
Stick” watching how it’s done and then sharing lunch with the locals, before returning back to the hotel in Coyhaique.
The Patagonian barbecue is the traditional preparation of lamb in Patagonia. During this visit, you will not only share a
piece of meat, but also you’ll be part of the Patagonian traditional kitchen, sharing with the protagonists/the real
“Gauchos de la Patagonia”, learning about their day by day life difficulties, bunch of juicy anecdotes and all we want to
know about the very first pioneers up to the nowadays habitants of this beautiful region.

It includes:
✓ Private transportation.
✓ Spanish/English driver/guide up to 4 pax.
✓ Driver + Spanish/English guide from 5 pax up.
✓ Lunch that includes lamb barbecue, appetizers,
wine, beverages, soft drinks and mineral water.
✓ Live music and folkloric Patagonian dances.

Not included (Bring):
✓ Outdoor clothing in layers, including wind-cheater and
waterproofs, as the weather in Patagonia is unpredictable.
✓ Sun-glasses with UV filter.
✓ In summer, mosquito repellent.
✓ Tips.
✓ Travel insurance.

Notas:
✓ Lunch may be served inside the “quincho”, or outside, according to weather conditions.
✓ Ask for availability.
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(GP AYN 012) FLY FISHING IN PATAGONIA – COYHAIQUE NEARBY

(8 to 9 hours)

Leave Coyhaique with your specialist fishing guide towards some of rivers and lakes that surround the city. No more
than an hour's travel from the hotel to the fishing spots. Fishing from a boat and/or the shore. Box lunch or lunch at
the fishing spot.
This activity is “catch and release”.
The rivers and lakes near Coyhaique are a paradise for the practice of fishing. Brown Trout were introduced at
the beginning of the century. In an unpolluted environment rich in food, this fish has multiplied incredibly, and is
now found throughout the whole hydrographic system of the region. The chain formed by the Castor, Pollux and
Frio Lakes, no more than 40km. (25 miles) from the city, was successfully stocked with Rainbow Trout, which
have grown to 60 to 90cm. (2 to 3 feet) long, and over 4 kilos (9 pounds) weight.
The Paloma, Azul, Desierto, Elizalde and Caro Lakes yield specimens of 1½ to 2 kilos (3 to 4½ pounds) in
abundance. The Simpson and Elizalde Rivers also have abundant fish. Fly fishing, from the shore, spinning or
jetty always ensure very good results.
Salmon: Chinook, Coho or Solver, Atlantic or Salar, Chum, Pink, Sock-eye and Sakura.
Anadromous or Migratory Trout: Reo or Sea, Run Brown, Steel-head.
It includes:
✓ Private transportation.
✓ Specialized fishing guide (ratio 1 for 2 anglers).
✓ Box lunch or lunch at fishing spot.
✓ Boat.

Not included:
✓ Tips
✓ Travel Insurance Policy.
✓ Fishing tackle/equipment (ask about hiring).
✓ Fishing license.
✓ Outdoor clothing in layers, including wind-cheater and
waterproofs, as the weather in Patagonia is
unpredictable.
.

Remarks:
✓ Every Chilean or foreign person over 12 years of age must carry a fishing license to practice this activity.
✓ Fishing season is from October to mid-April.
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(GP AYN 013) QUEULAT NATIONAL PARK

(12 hours)

Departure from your hotel in Coyhaique or from the Balmaceda airport very early in the morning to start the journey
on the Carretera Austral Norte to Queulat National Park, distant 277 km (239 miles). During the day tour enjoy
beautiful landscapes of mountains and rivers, such as the Marchant view-point and the Virgen Waterfall. Then
continue on your drive admiring other attractions such as Lake Torres, Piedra el Gato, until arriving at Queulat National
Park around noon.
Head for a guided walk of 600 meters among forest, surrounded by splendid nature, until the shore of Lagoon
Témpano, or longer if the passenger wishes. After enjoying the panoramic view of the place and watching the Queulat
glacier, return to the starting point to continue to the town of Puyuhuapi. Short visit and set menu lunch at a local
restaurant.
At the agreed time, return drive to Coyhaique.

It Includes:
✓ Private tour with driver/ bilingual guide for up to 4 pax.
✓ Private tour with driver + bilingual guide for 5 or more
pax.
✓ Set lunch menu with 1 mineral water in a local
restaurant in Puyuhuapi town.
✓ Entrance fee to the Park.
✓ Cooler with light snacks and mineral water available only
on private version.

Not Included (Bring):
✓ Outdoor clothing in layers, including wind-cheater
and waterproofs, as the weather in Patagonia is
unpredictable.
✓ Sun-glasses.
✓ Other meals not mentioned.
✓ Tips.
✓ Travel insurance policy.

Remarks:
✓ On shared basis passenger will be picked-up between 7am and 7:30am.from their hottels.
✓ Possible road cuts due to paving works.
✓ On regular version, the tour includes a light breakfast on route, and box lunch in the park or lunch menu in a local
restaurant.
✓ Ask for operating dates on regular basis.
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(GP AYN 014) HORSEBACK RIDING – FUNDO PANGUILEMU

(3 or 5 hr)

At agreed time, depart to private Fundo Panguilemu, just a few minutes from Coyhaique (4km/2,5 miles).
Upon arrival, you will be hosted by the owners, followed by a safety and practice briefing about horseback riding. Once
the equipment is delivered, you will start the adventure riding through a wonderful landscape in Patagonia, from the
high mountains up to the shores of the rivers Simpson and Panguilemu.
Once immersed in the ride through the Patagonian cattle fields and meadows you’ll have and astonishing view of the
surroundings.
During this excursion your will learn about the holistic management that this place keeps in terms of caring about the
soil regeneration, the animal control, wool production, cattle management, free grazing hens and organic greenhouses
also you’ll get to know the processes of obtaining organic vegetables, sustainable wool & timber and eggs of happy hens.
Once the activity is over, return to your hotel at Coyhaique.
Enjoy a tea-time with local recepes or a barbecue lunch according to your selected program, which consist in a
traditional outdoor countryside barbecue.
It includes:
✓ Transfers with driver in Spanish to the Fundo.
✓ Horse-back riding equipment.
✓ Instructor / guide (Spanish / English): 1 every 4
passengers during the ride.
✓ Country tea, or lunch, depending on the selected
version.
Notes:
✓ Min. 2 – Max 12 participants, always subject to availability.
✓ Duration:
✓ 3 hours without lunch.
✓ 5 hours with lunch.
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It does not include / Bring:
✓ Suitable clothing for riding and comfortable shoes, ideally
boots or booties.
✓ Sunglasses.
✓ Water or drink to hydrate during the activity.
✓ Guide during transfers.
✓ Tips.
✓ Meals not indicated.
✓ Travel insurance policy.
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(GP AYN 015) HIKING AT AIKEN DEL SUR PARK & VISIT PUERTO AYSEN

(7h15)

Leave Coyhaique going northwest to Puerto Aysen, about 80km. (50 miles). On this beautiful route bordering the
Simpson River, a stop will be made at Coyhaique viewpoint to enjoy of a a panoramic view of the regional capital and
surrounding landscapes. Then continue driving to pass by wonderful waterfalls like the Velo de la Novia (Bride's Veil)
and the Cascada de la Virgen (Virgin's Fall), with a stop for photos. Reaching Puerto Aysen, there is a brief orientation
tour of the town followed by a stop at the waterfront on Aysen River, with a fabulous view of the suspension bridge.
Continue to Aiken del Sur Park which forms part of a private Eco-tourism reserve. There the guides will give you an
orientation at the visitors' center which has exhibitions of the regional flora, fauna and anthropology. After this, begin
the walk on a well-marked path along the river. It is about 2km. (just over a mile), mainly level but with some changes
in level and some steps. There are rest stations along the way, where the guides will give information about the place.
Almost at the end of the path, reach an impressive waterfall known as the Barba del Viejo (Old Man's Beard ). Lunch is
included. Return to Coyhaique.
River Path

Duration

Difficulty

Restrictions

Del Río

2¼ hours

Low/moderate

Suitable for people in good physical condition. Mainly level with a few slopes
and steps.

Remarks:
✓ Days of operations depend on Aiken Park's program Ask about dates. The visit at the park operates on regular basis.
✓ People who do not want to walk so far may go to the Old Man's Beard Fall only – 600 yards on level ground.
✓ The park provides mineral water and rain hood in case of rain.
✓ Lunch: Patagonian barbecue + 1 mineral water + 1 glass of wine + dessert.
It includes:
✓ Panoramic tour in private vehicle.
✓ Driver /guide for up to 5 passengers.
✓ Guide + driver for 6 or more passengers.
✓ Specialist guides of the Park for the walk - 1 guide
per 10 passengers on regular basis.
✓ Mineral water during the walk.
✓ Lunch at Aiken Park or at 'Loberías del Sur' Hotel.
✓ (depending on Aiken Park's programmed days).
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Not Included (Bring):
✓ Outdoor clothing in layers, including wind-cheater
and waterproofs, as the weather in Patagonia is
unpredictable.
✓ Hiking boots or stout shoes.
✓ Sun-glasses.
✓ Tips.
✓ Travel insurance policy.

(GP AYN 016) MARBLE CHAPELS AT GENERAL CARRERA LAKE

(12 hours)

Depart from Coyhaique very early in the morning to go 223 km. (140 miles) south on the Carretera Austral to the town
of Puerto Tranquilo. Throughout the journey you will see beautiful forests of Coigue, Lenga, Ñire and Ciruelillo trees.
You’ll pass through iconic landmarks as it is “Chiguay Lagoon”, “The stone of the Count” and the “Ibañez Portezuelo”
which has the highest altitude of the whole Carretera Austral (1.000 meters a.s.l). Approaching the Ibañez River, the
magnitude of the imposing “Cerro Castillo” will be appreciated, and you will pass by the village of Cerro Castillo. All
this area belongs to the National Park “Cerro Castillo”.
The tour continues to descend through the valley of the Murta River which you may see covered up by colored cloak in
spring due to the local “Lupinus” up to where the General Carrera Lake is born.
There will be stops on route to take photos. After about 3½ to 4 hours drive, you will reach Puerto Tranquilo for lunch
in a local restaurant. In the afternoon, a short hop takes us to the shores of General Carrera Lake for the boat trip to
“Marble Chapels” Sanctuary of Nature.
This is a place of unique beauty, where wave action has polished the limestone to form really attractive caves.
In the afternoon, return to Coyhaique with a stop in Cerro Castillo town to buy snacks if you desire.

It includes:
✓ Private tour with driver/bilingual guide for up to 5 pax.
✓ Private tour with driver+ guide for 6 or more pax.
✓ Set lunch menu in a local restaurant in Puerto Rio
Tranquilo including 1 mineral water.
✓ Motorboat excursion to the Marble Chapels (1,30hr
approx.).
✓ Cooler with lights snacks and mineral water just on the
private basis.

Not Included (Bring):
✓ Outdoor clothing in layers, including wind-cheater
and waterproofs, as the weather in Patagonia is
unpredictable.
✓ Sun-glasses.
✓ Other meals not mentioned.
✓ Tips.
✓ Travel insurance policy.

Remarks:
✓ On private basis departure must be scheduled not later than 8am.
✓ On regular basis departure time is between from 06:00 to 06:30AM from your hotel in Coyhaique.
✓ The first 100 km. (60 miles) are paved, the rest is on gravel.
✓ The navigation is in a motorboat. To do this by kayak, allow 1,30hr. of extra time, available on private
basis only.
✓ On regular version, the tour includes a light breakfast on route, and basic lunch in Puerto Tranquilo.
✓ Ask for operating dates on regular basis.
✓ Navigation is subject to weather/lake conditions.
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(GP AYN 017) FLY OVER LAGOON AND GLACIER SAN RAFAEL NATIONAL PARK

(2h30)

At the agreed time leave Coyhaique for its aerodrome (6 km /4 miles), to board the aircraft that will fly over the North
Patagonian Ice Field. The first sight is the Simpson River valley, an impressive part of Patagonia. The wonderful
contrast of its broad plains with the impressive landscape of the high snowy peaks, reflected in the emerald green of its
lakes and powerful rivers will bid you welcome. Flying from north to south, you will see numerous channels and fjords
before reaching the immemorial ice of the San Rafael Lagoon National Reserve, declared a World Biosphere Reserve.
This part takes about 50 minutes.
From the air approach the San Rafael Lagoon and Glacier, both at the northern end of the North Patagonian Ice Field.
Flying over them takes about 15 to 20 minutes. The San Rafael Glacier has a total length of 45km. (28 miles), ending in
a face of 3 to 4km. (up to 2½ miles) that is 50 to 70 meters high (160 to 230 feet) in the San Rafael Lagoon. The melting
of the base of the glacier leads to huge blocks of ice breaking off – these float in the waters of the lagoon, which has a
total area of 170 square kilometers (66 square miles). Return to Coyhaique Aerodrome and then to your hotel.
Timing:
* Departure time will vary depend on the availability of
passengers and weather conditions.
00:00

00:20
01:10
01:30
02:30

Leave Coyhaique for the aerodrome.

Embarking procedures and take off towards San
Rafael Lagoon and Glacier.
Fly over San Rafael Lagoon and Glacier.
Return flight.
Arrival at aerodrome and return to Coyhaique.

Remarks:
✓ Flight departure is subject to weather conditions on the day.
✓ Time of departure to be agreed between both parties.
✓ Availability of the aircraft is subject to confirmation at time of
booking.
✓ Guide to be quoted upon request.
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It includes:
✓ Private transfer to the aerodrome with Spanishspeaking driver.
✓ Private flight in Piper Cheyenne or Navajo aircraft,
depending on availability.
✓ Spanish speaking pilot.
✓ Civil responsibility insurance for the passengers.
Not included (Bring):
✓ Camera and binoculars.
✓ Outdoor clothing in layers, including wind-cheater
and waterproofs, as the weather in Patagonia is
unpredictable.
✓ Tips.
✓ Snacks.
✓ Guide.
Maximum: 5 or 6 passengers, depending on aircraft
available.

(GP AYN 018) MARBLE CHAPELS & CAVERNS AT GENERAL CARRERA LAKE

(13 hours)

Leave Coyhaique very early in the morning to go 223 km. (140 miles) south on the Carretera Austral to Puerto
Tranquilo town. Throughout the journey you will see beautiful forests of Coigue, Lenga, Ñire and Ciruelillo trees. You’ll
pass through iconic landmarks as it is “Chiguay Lagoon”, “The stone of the Count” and the “Ibañez Portezuelo” which
has the highest altitude of the whole Carretera Austral (1.000 meters a.s.l). Approaching the Ibañez River, the
magnitude of the imposing “Cerro Castillo” will be appreciated, and you will pass by the village of Cerro Castillo. All
this area belongs to the National Park “Cerro Castillo”.
The tour continues to descend through the valley of the Murta River which you may see covered up by colored cloak in
spring due to the local “Lupinus” up to where the General Carrera Lake is born.
There will be stops on route to take photos. After about 3½ to 4 hours drive, you will reach Puerto Tranquilo for lunch
in a local restaurant. In the afternoon, a short hop takes us to the shores of General Carrera Lake for the boat trip to
“Marble Chapels” Sanctuary of Nature.
This is a place of unique beauty, where wave action has polished the limestone to form really attractive caves. After
this the navigation continues for 20 extra minutes to Puerto Sanchez, where a very well-kept secret is found, the
“Marble Caverns”, composed of large vaults, covering an entire islet with caverns/caves.
In the evening, our vehicle will be waiting at the jetty in Puerto Sanchez to return to Coyhaique with a brief stop in
Cerro Castillo Village to buy some snacks if you wish.

It includes:
✓ Private tour with driver/bilingual guide for up to 4
pax.
✓ Private tour with driver + guide for 5 or more pax.
✓ Set lunch menu in a local restaurant in Puerto Rio
Tranquilo including 1 mineral water.
✓ Motorboat trip to the Marble Chapels and
Caverns. Duration 2,30 hours approx.
✓ Cooler with light snacks and mineral water on the
vehicle.
✓ Coffee & cookies during the navigation
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Not Included (Bring):
✓ Outdoor clothing in layers, including wind-cheater and
waterproofs, as the weather in Patagonia is
unpredictable.
✓ Sun-glasses.
✓ Other meals not mentioned.
✓ Tips.
✓ Travel insurance policy.
Remarks:
✓ Departure no later than 8am.
✓ The first 100 km. (60 miles) are paved, the rest is gravel.
✓ The navigation is on a non-roofed motorboat.
✓ Navigation subject to climate/lake conditions.

(GP AYN 019) SAN RAFAEL LAGOON & GLACIER by catamaran, from Puerto Chacabuco

(13 hours)

Be at the 'Loberías del Sur' Hotel lobby in Puerto Chacabuco at 7.15am for the check-in. Puerto Chacabuco is 82km. (51
miles) east of Coyhaique. Board the catamaran that will have all the comforts necessary to make this journey an
unforgettable memory. Navigate for about 5 hours by native forests losing themselves in the sea in a moving spectacle,
through the channels and fjords of Chilean Patagonia. With an accompanying aperitif, it will invite you to be dazzled by
the majesty of the journey. Lunch is served around mid-day, in time to see the 'Tres Cruces' (Three Crosses) Gulf and
the Elefante estuary.
Along the way, stop (without getting off) opposite a bay where you can see a small colony of sea lions. With the motors
silent, you can hear them and get close for you to take good photos. Icebergs of all sizes will be seen. They show how
close you are to the San Rafael Lake and Glacier. Once facing the glacier, get down into the zodiac boats, in assigned
groups, and approach the ice massif – only 300 meters (yards) away. The mighty crash as huge blocks of ice, thousands
of years old, break off the glacier, and contemplation of this natural marvel will recharge our energies. You will stay for
about two hours in front of this beauty, after which you will return full of vitality, enjoying the company and complicity
of our fellow passengers. On the return journey to Puerto Chacabuco, tea and sandwiches are served, then cocktails
including open bar.
07:15
08:00
08:30
09:00
09:30
11:45
13:00
14:00
14:15
16:00
17:30
19:00
20:30

Meet in the lobby of 'Loberías del Sur' Hotel for
check-in. Go down to the jetty.
Catamaran sails.
Breakfast on board

Informative talks in Spanish and English
Aperitif
Lunch
Arrive at San Rafael Lagoon & glacier.
Zodiac approach.
Drink on board
Tea is served
Cocktail time
Arrive Puerto Chacabuco

It includes:
✓ Catamaran trip.
✓ Ride on Zodiac boat on the San Rafael Lagoon (subject to
weather conditions).
✓ Full board: breakfast, aperitifs, lunch, cocktail and open
bar.
✓ Whisky with millinery ice.
✓ Spanish / English guides.
Not included/ Bring:
✓ Transfers towards Puerto Chacabuco. It is suggested to
spend the previous night in the area.
✓ Camera and binoculars.
✓ Outdoor clothing in layers, including wind-cheater and
waterproofs, as the weather in Patagonia is
unpredictable.
✓ Travel insurance policy.

Remarks:
✓ Ask for departure dates, which are fixed.
✓ Ask about special prices for senior citizens and children.
✓ As stipulated by the Chilean Navy, a list of passengers with name, Identity card or passport number, nationality and date of
birth must be provided at least 72 hours before sailing time.
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(GP AYN 020A) TREK AT LAGUNA VERDE - CERRO CASTILLO NATIONAL PARK

(10 hours)

At agreed time, your guide/instructor will pick you up at your hotel in Coyhaique to travel in vehicle to Cerro Castillo
National Park, 100km (60miles) south on paved roads. Once at the Park entrance, you start the hike up to “Laguna
Verde” (Green Lagoon), walking through forests of lenga and ñire, with privileged views of General Carrera Lake and
the Ibañez River valley. This is a walk of about 3 hours and a half (9km/5,6 miles), of medium difficulty with moderate
slopes. Once at the top, you will have a well-deserved break for 45 minutes to enjoy a restorative snack and appreciate
Laguna Verde in its magnificence, formed from water from the impressive glaciers of Cerro Castillo.
Afterwards, take your leave of this wonder of nature, walking back to the vehicle by the same path. Trekking down
takes about 3 hours. Return to your hotel in Coyhaique.
***Optional: The first 4 to 5 km of the trail may be done on horseback, starting from Cerro Castillo village up to the end of
the forest, and then continuing with a trek of approx. 2 hours up to Laguna Verde View-point. The return will be along the
same trail to re-join with the horses and ride up to Cerro Castillo Village.
Remarks:
✓
The National Park is open only between the months of September / October until April of each year.
✓
Minimum 2 passengers to operate, with a maximum of 10 per group. 1 guide per each 5 persons.
✓
The duration of the trek will vary according to the physical conditions of the participants (17km/10,6 miles).
✓
Suitable for everyone in good health and physical condition.
It includes:
✓ Private transportation.
✓ Bilingual specialist guide (Spanish / English).
✓ Walking sticks.
✓ Picnic lunch
✓ First aid kit.
✓ Entrance ticket to the Park.

Suggested gear:
✓ Hiking shoes and trousers.
✓ Gloves, sun-glasses, cap, sunblock.
✓ A small backpack (10 liters) with snacks and drinks.

Not included/Bring:
✓ Outdoor clothing in layers, including wind-cheater and waterproofs
as the weather in Patagonia is unpredictable.
✓ Other equipment or clothing for the activity.
✓ Snacks/beverage for the trek.
✓ Tips.
✓ Insurance policy.
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1.400 msnm
8 hrs
17 KM
Moderate

(GP AYN 020B) TREK NEW ZEALANDER CAMP AT CERRO CASTILLO NATIONAL PARK

(10 hours)

At agreed time, your guide/instructor will pick you up ay your hotel to travel in vehicle to Cerro Castillo National Park,
100km (60miles) south of Coyhaique on paved roads. Once at the Park entrance you start the trek up to “The New
Zealander Camp”, walking through primary and secondary forests of Lenga and Ñire. This is a walk of about 3 hours
(8km/5 miles), of medium/low difficulty with moderate slopes. The place is emplaced in the valley of the “Parada”
stream, surrounded by some large-scale hills, “Cerro Palo”, “Cerro Chocolate”, “Punta Duff” and the impressive “Cerro
Castillo”. Once at the top, ypu will have a well-deserved break for 45 minutes to enjoy a restorative snack. At agreed
time you will start the trek down to leave this wonder of nature, walking back to the vehicle by the same path. Going
down takes about 2 hours. Return drive to your hotel in Coyhaique.
Remarks:
The National Park is open only between the months of September / October until April of each year.
Minimum 2 passengers to operate, with a maximum of 10 per group. 1 guide per each 5 persons.
The duration of the trek will vary according to the physical conditions of the participants (17km/10,6 miles).
Suitable for everyone in good health and physical condition.
It includes:
✓ Private transportation.
✓ Bilingual specialist guide (Spanish / English).
✓ Walking poles.
✓ Picnic Lunch
✓ First aid kit.
✓ Entrance ticket to the Park.
Suggested clothing:
✓ Hiking shoes and trousers.
✓ Gloves, sun-glasses, cap, sunblock.
✓ A small backpack (10 liters) with snacks and drinks.
Not included:
✓ Outdoor clothing in layers, including wind-cheater
and waterproofs as the weather in Patagonia is
unpredictable.
✓ Snacks/beverage for the trek.
✓ Other equipment or clothing for the activity.
✓ Tips.
✓ Travel insurance policy.
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1.100 msnm
7/8 hrs
16 KM
Moderate

(GP AYN 020C) HALF DAY TREK TO THE GLACIERS VIEWPOINT - CERRO CASTILLO NATIONAL PARK

(6 hours)

At the agreed time in the morning, departure from Coyhaique or from the Balmaceda airport to Cerro Castillo National
Park, located 100km away.
Once in the entrance of the Park, the trekking to the Cajón del Peñón sector begins. Before reaching the viewpoint of
the glacier with the same name, we will deviate 15 minutes to be amazed by an imposing waterfall hidden on the trail.
The walk goess through lenga and ñire forests and continues through a moraine with unique views of the Río Ibáñez
Valley. It is estimated around 1.30 hours of walking on a trail of low difficulty with short climbs.
Upon arrival at the Mirador, take a well-deserved rest for 30 minutes to enjoy a delicious snack / box lunch,
accompanied by the wonderful environment enriched by the Peñon Hill and Glacier.
At the agreed time, the farewell to this natural wonder begins, walking back for approximately 1 hour along the same
path to the starting point. Return to Coyhaique or the airport, depending on the program.
It includes:
✓ Transportation in private service.
✓ Bilingual guide (Spanish - English).
✓ Trekking poles.
✓ Picnic or box lunch.
✓ First aid kit.
✓ Entrance ticket to the Park.
Not included:
✓ Other equipment or clothing for the
activity.
✓ Hydration for the walk.
✓ Tips.
✓ Insurance policy.
.

900 msnm
3,30 hrs
7 KM
Easy
Suggested gear / bring:
✓ Trekking shoes and pants, waterproof or windproof jacket.
✓ Gloves, glasses, cap, sunscreen.
✓ Bring a small backpack of 10 liters with snacks and beverages.

Remarks:
✓ The National Park is open only between the months of September / October until April of each year.
✓ Minimum 2 pax to operate - Maximum 10 participants per group. 1 guide for every 5 participants.
✓ The duration of the trek may vary according to the physical conditions of the participants.
✓ Excursion suitable for people with good health and physical conditions.
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(GP AYN 021) COYHAIQUE BY BICYCLE

(3 hours)

At agreed time, your guide and specialist instructor will pick you up from your hotel to begin the ride around Coyhaique
by bicycle.
The first stop is Coyhaique's Plaza (Main Square), where you will hear a brief summary of the history of the region: the
earliest indigenous people up to the founding of Coyhaique city. After this, on bicycles you will visit the River Coyhaique
Viewpoint, and then go to the “Shepherd's” monument, and then visit the various Colonial Houses built of wood of
Lenga, Ñire and Cedar – a valuable part of our city. Continue pedaling to the Simpson River Viewpoint, showing the
importance of this river for the beginning of the colonization of our region and city. You will pass the “Monumento del
Mate” and the Claro River cemetery, to talk about the history of the great explorer Hans Steffen. This adventure will
finish with a photo at the Piedra Del Indio (Indian's Rock) viewpoint. Return to your hotel.
Remarks:
✓
Minimum 2 passengers to operate, with a maximum of 8 per group.
✓
Suitable for everyone in good health and physical condition.
✓
Total length of the bicycle ride is 11km (7 miles), mainly on paved roads, with some hills.
✓
Level of difficulty: easy.
It includes:
✓
Bilingual specialist guide (Spanish / English).
✓
Mountain bikes, 29 and 27.5 inch wheels, Bergamont or similar.
✓
Helmet, repair kit.
✓
Snack: 1 sandwich, 1 isotonic drink, 1 mineral water, 1 cereal bar, dried fruit.
✓
First aid kit.
Suggested clothing:
Not included:
Comfortable sports clothing and trainers (sneakers).
✓
Gloves, sun-glasses.
A small backpack (10 liters).
✓
Tips.
.
Cap, sun-glasses, sun-block, water-proof jacket or wind-breaker.
✓
Travel insurance policy..
.
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(GP AYN 022) MOUNTAIN BIKE AT CERRO CASTILLO NATIONAL PARK

(7 hours)

At agreed time, you guide/instructor will pick you up from your hotel to travel in vehicle to Cerro Castillo National Park,
100km (60miles) south of Coyhaique on paved roads. There you will begin the mountain bike activity from 'Las Ardillas'
(The Squirrels) area to Tamango Lake. This is on a gravel road, about 16km (10 miles) uphill. We estimate about 2
hours. Once at the top, you will have a well-deserved break for 30 minutes to enjoy a restorative snack and appreciate
the view of Lake Tamango. The descent will be on another path of about 16km (10 miles). Return to your hotel in
Coyhaique by vehicle.
Remarks:
✓
Minimum 2 passengers to operate, with a maximum of 8 per group.
✓
Suitable for people with previous experience and in good health and physical condition.
✓
Total length of the bicycle ride is 32km (20 miles), on gravel paths up and down hills
✓
Level of difficulty – medium to high.
It includes:
✓
Bilingual specialist guide (Spanish / English).
✓
Mountain bikes, 29 and 27.5 inch wheels, Bergamont with hydraulic brakes and 24 gears.
✓
Helmet.
✓
Snack: 1 sandwich, 1 isotonic drink, 1 mineral water, 1 cereal bar, dried fruit.
✓
First aid kit.
Suggested clothing:
Not included:
Comfortable sports clothing and trainers (sneakers).
✓
Gloves, sun-glasses.
A small backpack (10 liters).
✓
Accident insurance.
Cap, sun-glasses, sun-block, waterproof jacket or wind-cheater.
✓
Additional drinks/snacks.
✓
Tips.
✓
Travel insurance policy.
.
.
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(GP 023) RIO SIMPSON NATIONAL RESERVE & KAYAK IN AYSEN RIVER

(7h30)

Departure from Coyhaique to the west on one of the most emblematic roads of the Carretera Austral.
After traveling the first 30km, there will be a stop to visit the Simpson River National Reserve, with an area
of 41,161 hectares, we will visit its visitor center where we can appreciate a sample of the flora and fauna of the
area, then a short walk is made to the banks of the Simpson River to enjoy its incomparable surroundings,
appreciate its beauty and in the background, a hill called "Queque Inglés". Later, we will continue our trip to Puerto
Aysén, the second town in the region with approximately 18,000 inhabitants.
Upon arrival at the operation base of the kayaks, we will be received by the specialized instructors to be handedout the the necessary technical equipment to then go to the Costanera Sur sector on the banks of the Aysén River
and under the protection and panoramic view of the Puente Colgante National Monument. At this point there will
be a basic instruction on kayak maneuverability and safety in dynamic environments, with the use of thermal
equipment, thus ensuring a pleasant navigation on the Aysén River.
We will paddle down the river to the La Herradura wetland to observe the avi-fauna of the place (ducks, swans,
and other birds) while tasting some coffee, mate and some snacks. After a well-deserved rest, we will return to the
starting point, to deliver the equipment and return Coyhaique.
It includes:
✓ Transportation in private service with driver / guide in
Spanish or English, depending on availability.
✓ Entry ticket to Río Simpson National Reserve.
✓ Kayak equipment: neoprene suit, life jacket,
neoprene shoes, windbreaker, first aid kit, skirt.
✓ Box lunch and snack.
✓ Specialist guides during the activity.

It does not include:
✓ Tips.
✓ Additional consumption.
✓ Travel insurance policy.
Bring:
✓ Dress in layers.
✓ Sun-glasses with UV filter.
✓ Swimwear.
✓ Sunscreen and a small tower.
✓ Replacement clothes.
✓ Water bottle.

Notes:
✓ This activity has certain security measures, an adequate equipment and a complete instruction given by professional guides.
✓ Requirements: Min. 1,50mt height. Participants must have the proper physical condition for the activity and good health conditions.
✓ Level of difficulty: low.
✓ Min and Max: 2 and 20 participants.
✓ This activity is subject to weather conditions. Ask for cancellation policies.
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(GP AYN 024) CONDOR OBSERVATION AT COYHAIQUE ALTO

(6h30)

At approximately 5:30 am, we will leave from Coyhaique to go to a typical Patagonian ranch while the morning sun gives
us its first glimpses, we will go through the interior roads of the estancia with the aim of arriving as soon as dawn arrives
called "the condoreras". There we will get off the vehicles and we will stealthily walk a short distance, to see from the
heights of the great cliff the king of birds, the condor, in its natural habitat.
In this beautiful landscape of dawn, with the valley of the moon as a backdrop, we will be able to observe and
photograph from incredibly close distances to the condors in their slow awakening, we will learn to differentiate them by
sex and age, we will know about their ways of subsistence in the medium and some relevant aspects regarding their life
and reproduction. All this while the sky surges to our surroundings.
This great possibility that gives us the nature of the Patagonian steppe, will forever be recorded in the retina of those
who have the possibility of knowing it.
Upon returning, we will pass through two representative archaeological sites that will warn us of the ancestral Tehuelche
presence in this area of the pampa, together we will confirm their distant past for these lands in "El Picadero", place
where for thousands of years these nomadic tribes manufactured their tools of farming and hunting, we will know how
they made in stone their bolas, traguiles, spearhead, arrows and scrapers. Later and in the same route we will visit a
cemetery "Chenque" one of the many places of eternal repose of the Tehuelche people, scattered in Patagonia. There
"IN SITU" we will comment on their ancient funerary rituals, among other topics of great cultural interest.
The arrival in Coyhaique is estimated at mid-day.
It includes:
✓ Transportation in private or shared service.
✓ Specialized guide in Spanish.
✓ Coffee, cookies and mineral water.
Optional:
✓ Translator to English or another language.
✓ Ask for excursion supplement with lunch in the estancia.
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It does not include/ Bring:
✓ Warm and waterproof clothing.
✓ Sunblock, sunglasses with UV filter.
✓ Additional snacks.
✓ Tips.
✓ Travel insurance policy.

(GP AYN 025) GAUCHO PATAGÓN – COUNTRYSIDE ACTIVITIES

(6 to 6,30 hours)

Departure in the morning from Coyhaique, heading south-east (same route to the airport), for approx. 45 minutes to a
private farm to live a unique experience to a private farm to live a unique experience, rescuing the customs and
traditions of the rural people, called "Gaucho".
Visitors will participate in the various activities typical of the countryside in this part of Patagonia. Upon arrival, they will
be explained about the history of the place, along with a tasty “tente en pie” with recipes and local products. You will be
shown and explained about the Gaucho accessories, such as the beret, the neck scarf, the wine boot etc. Later they will
go to the corrals to appreciate the sheep shearing (depending on the season), they will learn about the work of corrals,
among others. As a finishing touch, the visitor participates in the creation of the great monument to Patagonia, leaving
its name stamped. This great work of art was created to raise awareness of the importance of caring for our planet and
of contributing our bit, in reforestation with native trees.
Finally, a well-deserved barbecue is enjoyed, along with the people of the farm and possibly other visitors.
Return to your hotel in Coyhaique or continue to the airport.
*** This visit lasts approximately 5hr.
*** From or to the Balmaceda airport it is estimated 30 minutes.
It includes:
✓ Transportation in private service with driver / guide or
driver + guide, depending on the number of passengers.
✓ Visit to a private farm + mentioned activities + lunch.
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Not Included / Bring:
✓ Warm and waterproof clothing.
✓ Sunscreen, sunscreen with UV filter.
✓ Tips.
✓ Travel insurance policy.

(GP AYN 026) PATAGONIAN FLAVOURS AND TRADITIONS AT MAÑIHUALES VILLAGE

(6h30)

-Villa Mañihuales is located at 1.30hr north of Coyhaique, founded in 1962; It is estimated to have a population of
around 2,000 people.
The flora of the sector is characterized by a great presence of lenga, coigue and plum forests, on the other hand due to
its microclimate it is also possible to grow cherries, apricots and peaches.
During the journey observe the wonderful Mañihuales River Valley, a narrow valley surrounded by rugged mountains
and jungle, which show us the essence of the Patagonian landscape.
During the visit to this town, enjoy and learn about the various rural activities that take place in this corner of Patagonia,
visiting various plots of local people.
Visit a honey factory learning about its process and small tasting, witness a sample of shearing and also milking, visit a
vegetable greenhouse, and finally, before returning to Coyhaique, share with some locals a snack based on local
products, accompanied by music and dances from the area and with an exhibition of local crafts.
*** The tastings replace a lunch.
It includes:
✓ Transportation in private service with driver / guide or
driver + guide, depending on the number of passengers.
✓ Visit to the various plots in Villa Mañihuales, with a
tasting of local products and a sample of the local dances.
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Not included/ Bring:
✓ Warm and waterproof clothing.
✓ Sunscreen, sunscreen with UV filter.
✓ Tips.
✓ Travel insurance policy.

(GP AYN 027) SEIS LAGUNAS & ELIZALDE LAKE in shared basis

(4 hours)

At the agreed time in the afternoon, we will start a tour from your hotel in Coyhaique heading west, crossing the
suspension bridge over the Simpson River, where we can observe the famous Piedra del Indio, rock formation,
sculpted by erosion and the passage of time. .
Continue along the route appreciating idyllic landscapes surrounded by gentle hills, noting the footprint left by
volcanoes and glaciers that gave rise to a succession of lakes and lagoons that in turn offered their moisture to
the land.
We will also visit famous places such as the 25km long Elizalde Lake, famous for being one of the favorite places
for fishermen to practice fly fishing, passing through forests of lenga, ñirre and coigue. Several stops will be
made with gentle walks to take photographs. The tour also pass by the town of Simpson Valley, where the first
pioneers settled when they arrived in the Aysen region.
End the day with a traditional Once Campesina (country tea-break) with regional products, before returning to
Coyhaique. Drop-off in your hotel.

It includes:
✓ Shared transportation/tour.
✓ English/Spanish speaking guide.
✓ Country style tea-break.

Not incluided:
✓ Tips.
✓ Travel insurance policy.

Remarks:
✓ From your hotel in Coyhaique:
Pick-up between 2:30/3pm – Drop-off between 6:30/7pm.
✓ It operates with a minimum, therefore always consult for departure dates.
✓ It operates from mid-October to March each year.

47

47

(GP AYN 028) CERRO CASTILLO VILLAGE & RIO IBAÑEZ CASCADES

(5h30)

At the agreed time, departure from your hotel to head towards the town of Puerto Ibáñez, distant 115
kilometers (1 hour and 45 min) from the city of Coyhaique.
The tour goes southern along the wonderful Carretera Austral with several stops on the way for photographs, in
Laguna Chiguay, Piedra del Conde, at Cerro Castillo view-point, Cuesta del Diablo, Purtyo Ibáñez look-out point,
etc. If we are lucky, we may see humueles on the way. where. Then, continue along the road that will take us
directly to the Río Ibáñez waterfalls, which is the northeast corner of the great General Carrera Lake.
This imposing waterfalls is formed by the water force of the river with the same name that is hit by the rocks.
Definitely an unmissable postcard.
After admiring this beauty that nature offers us, we will return to Coyhaique, stopping for lunch at a local
restaurant in Villa Cerro Castillo.

It includes:
✓ Touring in private or shared transportation.
✓ English/spanish speaking guide or driver/guide.
✓ Lunch menú at a local restaurant with 1 bottle of mineral wáter pp.

Not incluided:
✓ Tips.
✓ Travel insurance policy.

Remarks:
✓ In shared basis, this tour operates from 10:30/11am, up to 4pm/4:30pm approx.
✓ In shares bases, it operates with a mínimum, therefore always consult for departure date.
✓ This tour operates from mid-October to mid-March each year.
✓ In private basis, departure times are agreed accordingly by both parties.
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EXCURSIONS FROM SOUTHERN CARRETERA AUSTRAL
(GP AYN 040) ICE TREKKING AT EXPLORADORES GLACIER

(6 or 10 hours)

This walk on ice takes 6 to 6,30 hours, over the Exploradores Glacier which is 52km. (31 miles) west of Puerto Rio
Tranquilo and General Carrera Lake, along the Exploradores Valley. You have to estimate 90 minutes travel from Puerto
Tranquilo. The activity starts from the Exploradores valley refuge at 10.30am.
Here the technical equipment is prepared and specialist guides will give you an induction talk. The walk must be made
with a specialist guide. It begins through and evergreen forest on an interpretive track, where you can identify various
native species and see different birds. Little by little the path ascends the frontal moraine of the glacier to reach a
viewpoint from which you get a panoramic view looking down on the glacier, Monte San Valentin (Saint Valentine's
Mount, the highest in Patagonia) and Bayo Lake.
From there you go down the moraine and begin to walk on ice covered with stones and sand, to reach clean ice in 1½ to
2 hours according to the fitness of the group. Once there, you have a refreshment break and put on the ice equipment,
to start walking safely on the white ice where you can see, feel and hear the live ice, look into ice caves, enjoy and
marvel at the deep blue of its pure water and learn about how the glacier descends from the ice field and turns into a
river, to reach the sea.
***10 hours duration with round trip transportation from Puerto Tranquilo.

Guides: These are trained at the Patagonia School of Guides
and are also trained in first aid. They carry first aid kits and
there is also a bigger kit at the glacier. During the walk
portable radios are carried and there is permanent
communication with the Visitors' Centre, which in turn is
connected by HF Radio with Puerto Rio Tranquilo, as a safety
precaution.
Level of difficulty: Low but tiring. Good physical condition is
required.

Restrictions:
✓ Children must be of shoe size 35 (UK 5, USA 6) at least and
be accompanied by a parent (responsible for control of the
child).
✓ Children younger than 10 years old are not recommended
to take this activity.
✓ Recommended for people in good physical shape.
✓ Not recommended for people with heart problems,
overweight, or who have had recent injury.
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It includes:
✓ Specialist guides.
✓ Crampons and galoshes.
✓ Entry to the San Rafael Lake National Park.
✓ Rescue equipment and first aid.
✓ Snack and box lunch.
What to take?
Personal equipment:
✓ Hiking boots covering the ankles, semi-rigid soles (very
important).
✓ Layers of clothing: Fleece (1ª layer), wind-cheater/
waterproof, long trousers and over-trousers in case of rain.
✓ Gloves, warm sun-hat, sun-glasses, sun-block.
✓ Food and energy snacks for the day.
✓ Wide-mouthed water bottle, to refill with water from the
glacier.
✓ On rainy days, a change of clothing is suggested.
✓ Small backpack to carry your belongings.

(GP AYN 041) RAFTING ON THE BAKER RIVER

(2h30)

Rafting consists in descending white water on inflatable rafts, shooting rapids of varying classes depending on the level
of difficulty.
During this activity you will make descents on the Baker River, the river with the greatest volume in Chile, mainly in
Class 2 and 3+ rapids. It takes place on the first 6km (4 miles) of the River Baker, starting from Lake Bertrand where
you try out the equipment used for the descent.
*This activity is for people who like adventure and adrenaline, and who do not have problems with getting wet.
It includes:
✓ Introductory course on rafting and safety.
✓ Professional guides with great experience on the Baker River, the
biggest in Chile, and trained in first aid.
✓ Full equipment.
✓ Six kilometers descent, about 2 hours.
✓ Snack.
✓ Transportation on regular basis back the river back to Puerto
Bertrand.

The equipment consists of:
✓ Neoprene suit.
✓ Class V (five) life jacket.
✓ Helmet,.
✓ Waterproof wind-cheater.
✓ Oar.
✓ Neoprene shoes.
✓ Dry bag for camera.

Remarks:
✓ This activity has some safety measures, firstly suitable equipment complete instructions from professional guides.
✓ Requirements: Minimum 16 years old. People with physical agility, not obese and in good health. Every participant must
be able to swim.
The Guides:
Professional guides with vast experience on the Baker River (the river with the greatest volume in Chile), Advanced First Aid
course oriented to natural and remote environments. White Water Rescue Course from the World Rescue Group, Tandem
rescue Espolon/Futaleufu River Chile.
The Boat: The activity is done on a 16-foot NRS boat, equipped with a first aid kit, VHF radio and rescue line.
2020/2021 operational daily times: 10:00am; 02:00pm; 05:00pm. Always subject to confirmation.
What participants should bring:
✓ Spare clothes and towel.
✓ Sun-block.
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(GP AYN 042) SAN RAFAEL LAGOON FROM PUERTO TRANQUILO – GENERAL CARRERA LAKE

(8 or 12 hours)

Let yourself be carried away by the force of the glacier and the life that surrounds it. A landscape of blue color, with
impressive landslides and ice floes that will take you back to another era and remind you the experience of simply
sitting and being embraced by nature.
Depart from Puerto Tranquilo at 07:30am to head 77km (48 miles) westward up to Explorers Bay. Upon arrival around
09:30am, you’ll be received by the crew that will accompany you through this unforgettable experience.
Before setting sail, the guide will brief you on security and give a general description of the trip. Here starts a soft
navigation through the river delta, scenery with a particular beauty in which you will enjoy the breakfast.
In approximately 2.30 hours of navigation you’ll be at “Laguna San Rafael National Park” where you are going to
contemplate the “San Rafael” Glacier and the magnificent natural scene that surrounds. The lunch will be served in
front of the blue ice wall where you will be able to drink the famous whisky with millenary ice.

Afterwards, you will start the return navigation to Explorers Bay, arriving at 05:00pm approx., to connect with the
vehicle and drive up to Puerto Tranquilo: Estimated time arrival 08:00pm.
***This excursion without the driving portion, from/to Exploradores Bay takes 8 hours.

51

Period of operation:
✓ October to April, always subject to availability and weather
conditions.
✓ Boat may vary according to the provider.

Not included:
✓ Accommodation.
✓ Additional insurance.
✓ Tips.
✓ Additional food & beverages.
✓ Travel insurance policy.

It includes:
✓ Transfers from and to Puerto Tranquilo on regular basis with Spanish speaking driver only.
✓ Bilingual guides during the boat trip only.
✓ Food: Light breakfast, boxed lunch, coffee & tea available during navigation.
✓ Life jackets.
✓ Whisky tasting with millenary ice.

Remarks:
✓ In case of cancellation due to bad weather, 100% of the cost will be reimbursed.
✓ As stipulated by the Chilean Navy, a list of passengers with name, Identity card or passport number, nationality and date
of birth must be provided at least 24 hours before sailing time.
✓ Groups of max. 20 participants according to the boat available.
Recommended to bring:
✓ Cap, sun-glasses, sunblock, warm clothing, waterproof jacket, long trousers, gloves, walking boots or shoes, bottle of
water and a change of clothing.
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(GP AYN 043) TREK TO LEONES GLACIER LOOK-OUT POINT from Puerto Tranquilo town

(10 hours)

Departure from the town of Puerto Tranquilo 300km south) to encounter a road that borders the Leones River, next to
lush lengas and coihues forests. After around 1,30hr, start our trek of approximately 3 hours crossing small rivers fed
by glaciers located in the valley, walking along a path that climbs until reaching a plain called Pampa de Ratón, where
you can see the moraines, traces left by the Leones Glacier many years ago. We will continue our walk until reaching
the edge of Lake Leones, a wonderful and imposing scenery that reflects one of the most fascinating attractions of this
part of Patagonia, from where we can observe the Leones Glacier from the distance.
From this look-out point, enjoy the unique sceneries and enjoy a well-deserved picnic lunch before returning by the
same route to the starting point .
It includes:
✓ Transportation to and from Puerto Tranquilo in
shared service.
✓ Specialized bilingual guide.
✓ Pic-nic lunch and snacks.
✓ Entrances permissions to private properties.
✓ VHF radio communication and rescue team.
✓ First aid kit.

It does not include/ bring:
✓ Sun-screen lotion.
✓ Water, hydration.
✓ Warm and layered clothing.
✓ Water-proof jacket.
✓ Trekking shoes.
✓ Tips.
✓ Travel insurance policy.

Remarks:
✓ This activity has certain security measures, an adequate equipment and a complete instruction made by professional
guides.
✓ Requirements: Min. 16 years old. Participants must have the proper physical condition for the activity and good health
conditions.
✓ Level of difficulty: moderate.
✓ Hiking time: 6hr approximately.
✓ Operation: all year around but subject to weather conditions.

53

(GP AYN 044) NAVIGATION TO O´HIGGINS GLACIER

(8 hours)

This navigation starts from Bahamodes Bay early in the morning.
A 12 passengers capacity – well equipped motor-boat is used to navigate to the base of the Patagonian South Ice Field,
crossing the wide Glacier Lake (O'Higgins Lake), leading you to the imposing O'Higgins Glacier with its 3km (2 mile) wide
face and its walls 80metres (260 feet) high.
During the trip you can admire the beauty of the amazing scenery, the least explored of Patagonia, which owes its shape
to the passage of the glaciers. As you watch impressive mountains with ice thousands of years old, you will experience
on your face the strength of the cold, invigorating wind that usually blow here. The weather often changes more than
once during the trip, from burning sun to strong rains, typical of Deep Patagonia.
*** This excursion operates in private basis only with stop at Candelario Mansilla settlement to learn about its historical
importance.
Remarks:
✓ Sailing is always subject to weather conditions.
✓ Confirm the sailing time the previous day.

It includes:
✓ Coffee/tea available during the navigation.
✓ First aid kit.
✓ English/Spanish guide on board.
✓ HF-VHF communication.
✓ Whiskey tasting with millenary ice.

Not Included:
✓ Personal equipment (see list of suggested equipment).
✓ Additional beverage. We suggest to bring food and snacks for the
day.
✓ Transfers to/from Bahia Bahamondes.
✓ Travel insurance policy.

Personal equipment recommended:
Fleece jacket or sweatshirt, wind-cheater, gloves, wool or fleece cap, sunglasses with UV filter, sunblock, plastic bottle or
thermos, binoculars, camera and replacement batteries. Personal backpack or bag.
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(GP AYN 045) LEONES GLACIER BY JET-BOAT from Puerto Guadal

(9 hours)

Do not miss the unique possibility of visiting the impressive Leones Glacier, using a JET BOAT (launch with water jet
propulsion) that can sail at 70km / h in only 20cms of water in the wild rivers of Patagonia to reach the glaciers that go
down of the Ice Field.
Start the navigation from Puente Leones (km29 south of Puerto Tranquilo). Navigation through the General Carrera
Lake towards the Leones River drain and then continue for 40mnt to Puerto Jet. During the navigation we will observe
beautiful landscapes and several species of birds. Then, we will start a 30mn to 1hr trek, depending on the floods of the
river, to Lake Leones. Later, we will sail in a zodiac by the Lake Leones to disembark to one side of the glacier and enjoy
this unique environment, while we eat our well-deserved box lunch.
At the agreed time, return to Puerto Guadal by the same route.
It includes:
✓ Transportation IN/OUT from Lodge Terra Luna,
Puerto Guadal.
✓ Box lunch.
✓ Safety equipment, life jacket.
✓ First aid kit.

It does not include / Bring:
✓ Guide, only crew gives information about the destination.
✓ Sunscreen.
✓ Water.
✓ Warm clothes and last waterproof layer.
✓ Tips.
✓ Travel insurance policy.

Remarks:
✓ This activity has certain security measures, an adequate equipment and a complete instruction made by professional
guides.
✓ Requirements: Min. 12 years old. Participants must have the proper physical condition for the activity and good health
conditions. All participants must know how to swim.
✓ Level of difficulty: low.
✓ Operation: Subject to availability, weather conditions, and according to the flood of the Leones River.
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(GP AYN 046) ICE TREKKING AT CALLUQUEO GLACIER from Cochrane town

(7 hours)

The Calluqueo Glacier is a beautiful and enormous mass of millenary ice that descends by the western slope of the Mount San
Lorenzo, constituting itself as the main glacier of this mountain. At its base a beautiful colored lake, result of the large amount of
sediment that carry the waters from the top of the hill.

Departure in the morning from your hotel in Cochrane to move for 1 hour to the viewpoint of Calluqueo Glacier, where your guide
will give an introductory talk of the activity and will deliver the equipment. Then, cross the Calluqueo peri glacier lake in a smaller
boat for 15 to 20 minutes, then start a 100-meter trek through the front face of the glacier and then climb a moraine 500 meters
to be on solid ice after 45 min walk.
Finally, we will ascend for an hour and a half until we reach the sector of the waterfall that falls to the glacier where we will take a
break and take our box lunch. After having enjoyed the greatness of this place, we will return to the boat in order to return to your
hotel in Cochrane.

09: 00hrs Departure from Cochrane to Monte San Lorenzo 50km.
10: 00hrs Arrival at Calluqueo Glacier look-out point.
10: 20hrs Navigation on Lake Calluqueo, 20min.
10: 50hrs Ice Trek towards the Cascade area of Calluqueo Glacier.
12: 30hrs Box Lunch + distilled tasting.
13: 30hrs Ice trek back.
15: 30hrs Departure to Cochrane.
16: 30hrs Arrival in Cochrane.
The guides are trained in First Aid. They carry medicine kits.
Level of difficulty: Medium: Good physical conditions are required.
General recommendations:
✓ Children must fit at least 35 and be accompanied by their father
or mother (child control responsibility).
✓ Children under 10 are not recommended.
✓ Recommended for people with good physical condition.
✓ It is not recommended for people with heart problems,
overweight, or who have had recent injuries.
IMPORTANT:
✓ This excursion is subject to confirmation, according to the state
of the glacier, it has been in permanent motion in recent years.
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It includes:
✓ Specialized guides, prepared in the Patagonia Guide School.
Certificates in first aid WFR or WAFA English or Portuguese.
✓ Ice Trek equipment (crampons, helmets, canes, ropes).
✓ Rescue and first aid equipment.
✓ Boat navigation for 20 passengers. (Lifejacket).
✓ Transfers IN / OUT from Cochrane.
✓ Snack: cookies, cake, chocolate, nuts, juice or water.
✓ Box lunch.
What to bring? Personal equipment:
✓ Trekking boots, high cane, semi-rigid sole (very important).
✓ Layers of clothing (1st coat / fleece, windproof / water, long pants
and trouser covers in case of rain).
✓ Gloves, sun and warm hat, sunglasses, sunscreen.
✓ A wide-mouth water bottle to fill with water from the glacier.
✓ It is suggested a change of clothes for rainy days.
✓ Small backpack to move your belongings.

(GP AYN 047) ) FLY OVER THE NORTHEN ICE FIELDS by helicopter
The Patagonia Aysén hides a unique beauty that for many years was unknown due to the limited means of access
to its remote places.
Do not miss the opportunity to fly over the Northern Ice Fields, as it does to the king of the Andes heights (the
condor), having the opportunity to reach places where very few have had the privilege of being, allowing to fulfill
the dreams of the most demanding and experienced human beings on the planet.
You can connect with your hotel from the airport of Balmaceda or know the wonders of Patagonia Aysén /
Carretera Austral from the air, flying over glaciers, volcanoes, rivers, lakes, valleys and part of the eternal
Northern Ice Field.
If the weather permits, we will have the opportunity to land once or twice in the ice giants, living a unique and
unforgettable experience.
It includes:
✓ Robinson R66 helicopter flight, 4 passengers + 1
pilot., with base in Puerto Guadal area.
✓ Bilingual pilot, according to availability.
✓ Landings according to weather conditions.
It does not include / bring:
✓ Guide.
✓ Other services not mentioned.
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Level of the activity: Low.
Remarks:
✓ It operates from October to April every year, always
subject to weather conditions.
✓ t is suggested to consider 1.30hr of flight.

(GP AYN 048) FLY-FISHING IN THE AREA OF PUERTO TRANQUILO

(HD or FD)

Departure from Puerto Tranquilo with your specialized fishing guide, towards the rivers and lakes near the town of
Puerto Rio Tranquilo, including General Carrera Lake. Fishing is done by boat and / from ashore, depending on the
water conditions. Box lunch or lunch at fishing sites.
This activity is “catch & release.
In the area of Exploradores Valley, a place with access through Puerto Tranquilo only, there are hidden site where nobody has been yet, these are remarkable with amazing sceneries, where brown trout and Chinook salmon are the
hosts.
At the beginning of this century the Brown or Brown trout was introduced. In an uncontaminated and food-rich
environment, this fish developed and multiplied in an incredible way, distributing itself throughout the regional
hydrographic system. The basins of the Exploradores Valley (Rio Tranquilo, Lago Bayo and Rio Exploradores) with
rainbow trout, which have reached sizes from 60 to 90 cm, and a weighting over 4 kg.
It includes:
✓ Private transportation.
✓ Specialized fishing guide (1 every 2 fishermen).
✓ Box lunch or picnic lunch at a fishing site.
✓ Boat for 2 fishermen + 1 guide.
✓ Fishing equipment.

Not included/bring:
✓ Accommodation.
✓ Fishing license.
✓ Travel insurance.
✓ Other meals not mentioned.

Remarks:
✓ Each angler over the age of 12 years old must carry a fishing license to practice this activity.
✓ Fishing season run from November to mid-April each year.
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(GP AYN 049) FLY-FISHING IN THE BAKER RIVER

(HD or FD)

Departure from Puerto Bertrand with your specialized guide to the rivers and lakes of the area.
Fishing is practiced by boat and / or from ashore. Box lunch or lunch at fishing sites.
This activity is “catch & release”.
It is simply a luxury to have the opportunity to fish in this area of the Carretera Austral, in internationally recognized sites such
as the Baker River, Lake Bertrand and Lake Plomo. Surprise yourself fishing in places of pristine beauty where you will rarely
see another person, but you will certainly jump a perch, a rainbow trout, a brown trout or maybe even a Chinook.
The Baker River is the largest in Chile and one of the longest, it is one of the main courses in the Aysén Region, offering in its
first 50 kilometers one of the most significant and recognized fishing areas in Chile and the world. The best time to fish in this
destination is in the months of the beginning of the season, corresponding to October and November, where the river has its
lowest flow, allowing the islands that form in its upper part to wade in search of rainbow trout that They find themselves
emerging from their spawning period and beginning their feeding process. During the rest of the season, the river increases
its flow until it reaches its maximum in the summer months as a result of glacial melting, a situation that changes fishing
strategies.
It includes:
✓ Private transportation.
✓ Specialized fishing guide (1 every 2 fishermen).
✓ Box lunch or picnic lunch at a fishing site.
✓ Boat for 2 fishermen + 1 guide.
✓ Fishing equipment.

Not included/bring:
✓ Accommodation.
✓ Fishing license.
✓ Travel insurance.
✓ Other meals not mentioned.

Remarks:
✓ Each angler over the age of 12 years old must carry a fishing license to practice this activity.
✓ Fishing season run from November to mid-April each year.
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(GP AYN 050) NAVEGATION TO LOS MUERTOS ISLAND from Caleta Tortel

(3 horas)

The Los Muertos Island, declared a National Monument in 2001 and listed as a historical and interpretation circuit
of the flora of the Aysen region, is located in the delta of the Baker River, between fjords and Patagonian channels,
near the town of Caleta Tortel. It is a mysterious place and full of energy, being a must-see in this town.
Navigation sets sail from Caleta Tortel taking around 40 minutes to Isla de Los Muertos. This Island is the reflection
of a historical process lived in the first years of the colonization, exploitation and exploration of the Aysen region, at
its southern end.
Covered with native vegetation and immersed in the Patagonian fjords, we will relive the history of the Pisagua
tragedy at the hands of the explorer Hans Steffens in 1898, while marveling with the local flora and fauna. Inside
the island there are marked trails and wooden walkways.
On its surface of approximately 248 m² there are 33 wooden crosses, which would be vestiges of a series of
individual tombs dating from 1906. The niches would correspond to the bodies of some 120 workers from the Baker
Exploitation Company. Although there is no official version of the reason for the deaths, there are various theories
that you can learn about in this destination.

It includes:
✓ Transportation on motorboat.
✓ Its capacity if for 9 passengers.
✓ Local Spanish speaking guide only.
Not included:
✓ Tips.
✓ Travel insurance policy.
Remark:
✓ Navegation is always subject to availability
and to weather conditions.
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(GP AYN 051) MARBLE CHAPELS BY KAYAK or BY PRIVATE MOTOR-BOAT from Puerto Tranquilo

(1,30 or 2,30hr)

In Puerto Tranquilo, on the shores of Lake General Carrera, the second largest in South America, is the Sanctuary of
Nature “Marble Chapels“ Natural Monument. A place of singular scenic beauty, where the waves of the lake have
eroded and polished limestone, forming caves of great appeal.

At the agreed time, presentation at the meeting point that will be indicated to navigate the Lake to the Nature
Sanctuary and enjoy these rock formations unique in its style in the world.
Navigation can be done either by motor-boat, private service (1.30hr), or for those more daring in double and single
kayaks (2.30 / 2.45hr).
It includes:
✓ Transportation by motor-boat, private service with Spanish /
English guide, subject to availability.
✓ Open boats, with seats of different capacities up to 28 passengers.
✓ Cookies and coffee / tea.
✓ In kayak, includes certified guide, touring kayak, paddle, skirt, life
jacket, paddling jacket, neoprene booties, VHF radio and cell
phone, rescue and first aid equipment.
✓ Local Spanish / English guide (subject to availability).
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Does not include:
✓ Tips.
✓ Accident insurance policy.
✓ Ground transportation, or transfers.
✓ Hydration.
✓ Other services not mentioned.
Remarks:
✓ Navigation subject to lake conditions.
✓ It operates all year round in both versions.
✓ Kayaking scheduled times are 7am, 11am
and 3pm, subject to change.

61

(GP AYN 052) FULL MARBLE NATURAL SANCTUARY NAVEGATION from Puerto Tranquilo

(2,45hr)

In Puerto Tranquilo, on the shores of Lake General Carrera, the second largest in South America, is the Sanctuary of
Nature “Marble Chapels“ Natural Monument. A place of singular scenic beauty, where the waves of the lake have
eroded and polished limestone, forming caves and caverns of great appeal.

At the agreed time, presentation at the meeting point that will be indicated to navigate to the Sanctuary of Nature
"Capillas de Mármol", a place of singular scenic beauty, where the waves of the lake have eroded and polished the
limestone, forming caves of great appeal. Then, continue the navigation for approximately 20 minutes to the Puerto
Sánchez sector, where a true, well-kept secret of General Carrera Lake, the “Marble Caverns will be discoverd, which,
unlike the Marble Chapels, are made up of vaults. large, encompassing an islet complete with caverns.
It includes:
✓ Transportation by motor-boat, private service with Spanish /
English guide, subject to availability.
✓ Open boats, with seats of different capacities up to 28 passengers.
✓ Cookies and coffee / tea.

Does not include:
✓ Tips.
✓ Accident insurance policy.
✓ Ground transportation, or transfers.
✓ Hydration.
✓ Other services not mentioned.

Remarks:
✓ Navigation subject to lake conditions.
✓ It operates all year round but only in private service.
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(GP AYN 053) HD HORSE-BACK RIDING IN BAHIA MURTA

(4,30 hours)

Bahía Murta is a small village located next to the north shore of Lake General Carrera, near the mouth of the Murta
River, 30km before Puerto Tranquilo and 65km from Cerro Castillo National Park.
The ride begins in the village of Bahía Murta, moving towards the plateau located north of the town from where you
can appreciate the turquoise waters of Lake General Carrera, the second largest lake in South America and shared
with the Argentine Republic, known by its inhabitants as Lake Chelenko, where three rivers flow: Resbalón, Murta and
Engaño.
During this activity learn the art of horse riding, knowing the use of tools and identifying part of the equine behavior.
During the ride learn about local stories, while touring the fields of Patagonia witnessing natural terraces that allow to
see the Murta Valley, discovering tree species such as: Coihues, Tepas and Notros.
The activity ends by sharing the experience and enjoying a round of “mate”.
It includes:
✓ Local guide.
✓ Gear, helmet and “poncho”.
✓ Light snack.
Remarks:
✓ Departure times: 09:30 am and 2pm. Subject to availability.
✓ It operates from November to April.
✓ Difficulty level: low / medium.

63

Does not include:
✓ Tips.
✓ Accident insurance policy.
✓ Ground transportation, or transfers.
✓ Hydration.
✓ Other services not mentioned.
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PRIVATE PROGRAMS
(GP AYN 103) MARBLE CHAPELS & EXPLORADORES VALLEY

(3 days / 2 nights)

Day 1: AIRPORT / PUERTO TRANQUILO ON GENERAL CARRERA LAKE
Arrive at Balmaceda Airport on a flight no later than mid-day. Reception and start the journey going south on the
Carretera Austral for 183km. (110 miles) to Puerto Tranquilo, on the shores of General Carrera Lake. During the journey
you will see natural features such as Chiguay Lake, the 'Piedra del Conde' (The Rock of the Count) and other rock
formations. The road continues by Portazuelo Ibañez rocky pass, reaching the “Cuesta del Diablo” (Devil's Hill), with its
steep slopes from where you get magnificent panoramic views of the Ibañez River valley and the peaks that surround it.
The route continues to Cerro Castillo village, a typical Patagonian town, which faces the enormous mountainous massif
of the same name. The paved road ends. The route continues south to pass Laguna Verde (Green Lake) and Bosque
Muerto (Dead Forest), a reminder of the Hudson volcano's eruption in 1991. Murta River appears as the first village
after a long stretch, and after 30 minutes reach Puerto Rio Tranquilo town, where you have the first closest contact
with the wonderful General Carrera Lake. From here you will sail to the Capillas de Mármol (Marble Chapels), rock
formations produced by wind and wave erosion. You will enjoy a set lunch menu or box lunch, depending on the time
the flight arrives. Overnight at 'El Puesto Hostel' or similar, depending on availability.

Day 2: EXPLORADORES VALLEY / COYHAIQUE
Breakfast. In the morning leave for Exploradores Valley. From Puerto Rio Tranquilo go west along the beautiful valley
where you can appreciate nature in its natural state, pristine and rugged. After 50km. (30 miles) begin a medium
difficulty walk, through an evergreen forest and then over a moraine to reach the Exploradores glacier's viewpoint. If
the weather allows, you will see the immensity of the North Patagonian Ice Field, Mount San Valentin and the
Exploradores Glacier.
Return to Puerto Tranquilo. Lunch at a local restaurant.
After lunch, continue to Coyhaique distant 218km. (136 miles). Accommodation in the 'El Reloj' or similar hotel.
Day 3: COYHAIQUE / BALMACEDA AIRPORT
Breakfast. At the agreed time, transfer to the airport to take your flight to yur next destination. The distance is 55km.
(34 miles), about 50 minutes.
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It includes:
✓ Travel in a private service with a Spanish or English
speaking driver/guide for up to 5 passengers.
✓ Driver + guide for 6 or more passengers.
✓ Cooler with lights snacks available on the vehicle during
the first two days of the program.
✓ Meals specified in the itinerary, set meal menus, plus 1
mineral water.
✓ Navigation or regular basis to Capillas de Mármol
(Marble Chapels Sanctuary of Nature).
✓ Excursion to the Exploradores Valley look-out point.
✓ 02 nights on “bed and breakfast” basis in DBL room.

Level of difficulty: Low but approx. 1,5km (1mile) must
be walked to reach the glacier viewpoint. Good
physical condition is required.
Not included (Bring):
✓ Tips.
✓ Additional drinks during meals.
✓ Dinners.
✓ We suggest to dress in layers, including a fleece or
similar, wind-cheater and waterproofs, as the weather
in Patagonia is unpredictable.
✓ Travel insurance policy.

Remarks:
Possible road works between Cerro Castillo Village and Puerto Tranquilo town.
Availability of the program subject to confirmation.
If your flight is in the afternoon, we suggest taking a half day excursion in Coyhaique.
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(GP AYN 104) SAN RAFAEL LAGOON & GLACIER FROM PUERTO CHACABUCO

(3 days / 2 nights)

Day 1: BALMACEDA AIRPORT / PUERTO AYSEN
Reception at Balmaceda Airport. Private transfer to Puerto Aysen / Puerto Chacabuco. The journey is along the main
road of the region, the Carretera Austral. There are 134km. (84 miles) of paved road, where you can see beautiful
scenery, along with the Simpson River and innumerable waterfalls. Stop at the 'Cascade e la Virgin' (Virgin Falls) for
photos. Accommodation at the Patagonia Green lodge in Puerto Aysen.
Day 2: FULL DAY LAGUNA SAN RAFAEL NAVIGATION / COYHAIQUE
Regular transfer for 20 minutes to the reception of the 'Loberias del Sur' Hotel in Puerto Chacabuco, for the navigation
check-in at 7.15am, then a short step to the jetty to board the catamaran and make this an unforgettable memory.
Breakfast on board and sail for about 5 hours (depending on the weather) past native forests that lose themselves in the
sea, in an amazing spectacle. Thread through the fjords and channels of this part of Chilean Patagonia, which along with
an aperitif invites you to be dazzled by the majesty of the journey. Lunch is served around mid-day, in time to see the
'Tres Cruces' Gulf and the 'Elefante' Estuary.
On the way stop opposite a bay (without getting off), where you can see a small colony of sea lions. With motors
silenced you will be able to hear them and approach to take good photos. There are Icebergs of all sizes here – they
show how close you are to the San Rafael Lake and Glacier. Once facing the glacier, get down into the zodiac boats, in
assigned groups, and approach the ice massif – only 300 meters (yards) away. The mighty crash as huge blocks of ice,
thousands of years old, break off the glacier, and contemplation of this natural marvel will recharge our energies. You
will stay for about two hours in front of this beauty, after which you will return full of vitality, enjoying the company and
complicity of our fellow passengers. On the return journey, tea and sandwiches are served, then cocktails including
open bar. Return to Coyhaique, 80km. (50 miles). Accommodation in 'El Reloj' or similar hotel. Estimated time of arrival
10:15pm.
Day 3: COYHAIQUE / BALMACEDA AIRPORT
Breakfast. At the agreed time, transfer to the airport to take your flight to the next destination. Distance is 55km. (32
miles), about 50 minutes.

It includes:
✓ Private transfers with Spanish speaking driver.
✓ Regular transfer from Puerto Aysén to Puerto Chacabuco.
✓ 1 night's accommodation with breakfast in Patagonia Green
lodge or similar in Puerto Aysén.
✓ 1 night's accommodation with breakfast in 'El Reloj' Hotel
or similar in Coyhaique.
✓ Full day catamaran trip.
✓ Full board on the catamaran – breakfast, lunch, tea and
sandwiches, cocktail and open bar on the return trip.
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Not Included (Bring):
✓ Meals not mentioned.
✓ We suggest clothing in layers, including a fleece or similar, windcheater and waterproofs, as the weather in Patagonia is
unpredictable
✓ Guide at transfers.
✓ Travel insurance policy.
Guides: On the boat there are common guides for all passengers.
Remark: Ask for dates of sailing. The program must be scheduled to
start one day before the sailing date of the catamaran.

GP AYN 105) MARBLE CHAPELS AND ICE TREK AT EXPLORADORES VALLEY

(3 days / 2 nights)

Day 1:
BALMACEDA AIRPORT / PUERTO TRANQUILO – GENERAL CARRERA LAKE
Arrive at Balmaceda Airport on a flight no later than midday. Reception and start the journey going south on the
Carretera Austral for 183km. (110 miles) to Puerto Tranquilo town, on the shores of General Carrera Lake. During the
journey you will see natural features such as Chiguay Lake, the 'Piedra del Conde and other rock formations. The road
continues by the Portazuelo Ibañez (rocky pass), reaching the “Cuesta del Diablo”, with its steep slopes from where we
get magnificent panoramic views of the Ibañez River valley and the peaks that surround it. The route continues to
Cerro Castillo village, a typical Patagonian town, which faces the enormous mountainous massif of the same name. The
paved road ends. The trip continues south to pass Laguna Verde (Green Lake) and Bosque Muerto (Dead Forest), a
reminder of the Hudson volcano's eruption in 1991. Murta River appears as the first village after a long stretch, and
after 30 minutes you reach Puerto Rio Tranquilo, where you have the first closest contact with the wonderful General
Carrera Lake. From here you will sail to the Capillas de Mármol (Marble Chapels), rock formations produced by wind
and wave erosion. You will enjoy a set lunch menu or box lunch, depending on the time the flight arrives. Overnight at
'El Puesto Hostel' or similar, depending on availability.

Day 2:
ICE TREKKING AT EXPLORADORES VALLEY
The Ice trek is an activity that last between 6 hours and takes place at the Exploradores Glacier, located westward from
Puerto Rio Tranquilo and from the General Carrera Lake.
Breakfast. At 9:00am leave for Exploradores Valley, 52km. (31 miles) west of Puerto Tranquilo. Along the way cross the
beautiful valley where you can appreciate nature in its natural state, pristine and rugged.
Starting from the Exploradores Valley refuge, there the technical equipment is prepared, and specialist guides will give
you an induction talk. The walk has to be made with a specialist guide. It begins through an evergreen forest on an
interpretive track, where you can identify various native species and see different birds. Little by little the path ascends
the frontal moraine of the glacier to reach a viewpoint from which you get a panoramic view looking down on the
glacier, Monte San Valentin (Saint Valentine's Mount, the highest in Patagonia) and Bayo Lake.
Then walk down the moraine and begin to walk on ice covered with stones and sand, to reach clean ice in 1½ to 2 hours
according to the fitness of the group. Once there, enjoy a refreshment break and put on the ice equipment, to start
walking safely on the white ice where you can see, feel and hear the live ice, look into ice caves, enjoy and marvel at the
deep blue of its pure water and learn about how the glacier descends from the ice field and turns into a river, to reach
the sea. Box lunch included.
Return to Puerto Tranquilo. Accommodation in 'El Puesto' Hostel or similar.

67

Guides: These are trained at the Patagonia School of Guides
and are also trained in first aid. They carry first aid kits and
there is also a bigger kit at the glacier. During the walk
portable radios are carried and there is permanent
communication with the Visitors' Centre, which in turn is
connected by HF Radio with Puerto Tranquilo, as a safety
precaution.

It includes:
✓ Specialist guides.
✓ Crampons and galoshes.
✓ Entry to the San Rafael Lake National Park.
✓ Parking.
✓ Rescue equipment and first aid.
✓ Box lunch.

Level of Difficulty: Low but tiring. Good physical condition is
required.

What to take?
Personal equipment:
✓ Hiking boots covering the ankles, semi-rigid soles (very
important).
✓ Layers of clothing: Fleece (1ª layer) Wind-cheater/
waterproof, long trousers and over-trousers in case of rain.
✓ Gloves, warm sun-hat, sunglasses, sunblock.
✓ Food and energy snacks for the day.
✓ Wide-mouthed water bottle, to refill with water from the
glacier.
✓ On rainy days, a change of clothing is suggested.
✓ Small backpack to carry your belongings.

General recommendations:
✓ Children must be of shoe size 35 (UK 5, USA 6) at least and
be accompanied by a parent (responsible for control of the
child).
✓ This activity is not recommended for children under 10.
✓ Recommended for people in good physical shape.
✓ Not recommended for people with heart problems,
overweight, or who have had recent injury.

Day 3: PUERTO TRAQUILO / BALMACEDA AIRPORT
Breakfast. At the agreed time, return to Balmaceda Airport to take your flight to your next destination. Distance
183km. (114 miles), about 4 hours estimated. Box lunch or set menu lunch according to the flight departure time.
The program includes:
✓ Travel in a private service with a Spanish or English speaking driver/guide for up
to 5 passengers.
✓ Driver + guide for 6 or more passengers.
✓ Meals specified in the itinerary, set basic menu, plus 1 mineral water.
✓ Navigation on regular service to Marble Chapels Sanctuary of Nature.
✓ Ice trekking excursion to the Exploradores Valley Glacier.
✓ 02 nights accommodation with breakfast in a double room in 'El Puesto' Hostel or
similar.
✓ Cooler with light snacks and mineral water in the vehicle.
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Not included / Bring:
✓ Air tickets.
✓ Tips.
✓ Additional drinks with meals.
✓ Meals not mentioned.
✓ Sunglasses with UV filter.
✓ Travel insurance policy.

(GP AYN 106) DEEP SOUTHERN PATAGONIA

(5 days / 4 nights)

Day 1:
BALMACEDA AIRPORT / GENERAL CARRERA LAKE
(241km., 150 miles)
Arrive at Balmaceda Airport on a flight no later than 11am. Reception and start the journey going south on the
Carretera Austral. During the journey you will see natural features such as Chiguay Lake, the 'Piedra del Conde' (The
Rock of the Count) and other rock formations. The road continues by Portazuelo Ibañez (rocky pass), reaching the
“Cuesta del Diablo” (Devil's Hill), with its steep slopes from where you get magnificent panoramic views of the Ibañez
River valley and the peaks that surround it. The route continues to Cerro Castillo village, a typical Patagonian town,
which faces the enormous mountainous massif of the same name. The paved road ends. The drive continues south
passing by Murta River, the first village after a long stretch, and after 30 minutes you reach Puerto Rio Tranquilo town,
where you have the first closest contact with the wonderful General Carrera Lake. From here sail to the Capillas de
Mármol (Marble Chapels). This Sanctuary of Nature are rock formations produced by wind and wave erosion. After 1,30
hour boat trip, continue south on the Carretera Austral for another 67km. (42 miles), along the shores of General
Carrera Lake to Puerto Bertrand area. Set lunch menu or box lunch, depending on the time the flight arrives.
Accommodation in Green Baker Lodge or similar.

Day 2: PUERTO BERTRAND/ PATAGONIA NATIONAL PARK TAMANGO SECTOR / VILLA O´HIGGINS
(286km., 180 miles around 6 hours travel on gravel roads)
Breakfast. Leave Green Baker Lodge heading south, taking the Carretera Austral to the unmissable source of the mighty
Baker River. Shortly you will see the confluence of the Baker and Neff Rivers, a really impressive visit and postcard view!
Continue 50km. (30 miles) alongside the River Baker to reach Cochrane, a small town that serves to re-stock. Continue
5km northbound up to Patagonia National Park Tamango sector for a boat trip that lasts 20 minutes and a brief hike
through the park, if lucky you could see huemules, the Chilean national deer. Lastly continue to Villa O'Higgins, this
route takes you between waterfalls and woods of cypress trees, to Lakes Esmeralda, Brown, Chacabuco and Vargas and
on to Puerto Yungay. Board the ferry 'Padre Ronchi' to cross Mitchell Fjord to the Rio Bravo jetty. Continue for the last
100km. (60 miles) to Villa O'Higgins. Set lunch menu in a local restaurant. Accommodation in El Mosco Hosteria.
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Day 3: FD TREK SUBMARINO HILL
This hill rises above 1,703 meters above sea level, its name is given due to the silhouette that the wind and the
erosion of the rain have been sculpting. This has a glacier of the same name which can be observed from the town
of Villa O'Higgins.
After walking 20 minutes from Villa O´Higgins, the trail begins through an Andean-Patagonian type forest and a
gentle slope begins from where you can observe different landscapes, you may notice the retreat of the ice masses
during the last 10 thousand years, being more notorious towards the south west, where you will see the moraines
that have shaped the current landscape.
The first 500 meters have a gentle and undemanding slope, and then, once leaving the forest, the slope is more
demanding. The last third of the trail is through gravel and glacial sediment, hauling and stones that were left
behind by the glacier. At the end of this section you access the Lake and the Submarine Glacier, which is a circus
glacier, being possible to walk with caution and only in the last part of the ice tongue.
Already at the top and if the weather allows it, you will be able to observe the Lake O’Higgins in all its extension,
including the Argentine part (Lake San Martín) and the high peaks of the Southern Patagonian Ice Field, the
Lautaro Volcano, El Chaltén or Cerro Fitz Roy, and the circus of the altars. Towards the north it is possible to
distinguish the San Valentín and San Lorenzo hills, as well as the O’Higgins range in all its extension, including the
Blanco, Mosco and Huemules Glaciers.
Box lunch. Accommodation at Hosteria el Mosco.

1.703 msnm

8hrs
16,9 Km
Media - Alta
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*** If available, you may prefer to go for a full day navigation to the O´Higgins Glacier with box lunch. (GP AYN 044).
Day 4: RAFTING ON BAKER RIVER / PUERTO GUADAL
Breakfast. Head north on the same route that brought you to this marvelous adventure. A stop will be made at
the bank of the Baker River with the greatest volume in Chile, to do rafting for 2 hours (6km., 4 miles). After this
unforgettable experience, continue to Puerto Guadal area. Set lunch menu in a local restaurant on route.
Accommodation in “Lodge Parador Austral” or similar.

Day 5: PUERTO TRANQUILO/ BALMACEDA AIRPORT
Breakfast. At 09:00am leave for Balmaceda Airport to take the flight to your next destination.
Set lunch menu in Cerro Castillo village.
Estimated time of arrival at the airport 3:30pm.
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It includes:
✓ Bilingual driver/guide (Spanish/English) for up to 5
passengers.
✓ Bilingual guide (Spanish/English) + driver for 6 or more
passengers.
✓ Regular excursion to 'Capillas de Mármol' (Marble
Chapels).
✓ 01 night's accommodation in Green Baker Lodge or
similar in Puerto Bertrand area.
✓ 02 nights' accommodation in El Mosco Hosteria in Villa
O'Higgins.
✓ 01 night's accommodation in ‘Lodge Parador Austral” or
similar in Puerto Guadal sector.
✓ Accommodation based on double rooms with breakfast.
✓ Boat trip at Patagonia National Park Tamango sector.
✓ Rafting on the Baker River.
✓ FD trek in Villa O´Higgins with a specialized guide.
✓ Set menu lunches with 1 mineral water or soft drink; or
box lunch according to program and schedules.
✓ Cooler with snacks and mineral water available on the
vehicle.

Not included:
✓ Activities not mentioned.
✓ Other meals not mentioned.
✓ Tips.
✓ Travel insurance policy.
Suggestions:
✓ Dress in layers, with at least fleece, wind-cheater
and waterproofs as the weather in Patagonia is
always unpredictable.
✓ Bring binoculars and cameras.
✓ Sunblock.
✓ Hiking footwear, waterproofs.
✓ Bring additional food/beverage (limited sale on
board) for the boat trip to O'Higgins Glacier.
✓ A change of clothes and towel for the rafting.

Rafting Activity:
✓ Safety and induction briefing.
✓ Professional guides with great experience at the Baker River and first aid at wilderness.
✓ Full equipment.
✓ 6km down the river / 2 hours app.
✓ Light snack.
✓ Requirements: Minimum 16 years old. People with physical agility, not obese and in good health. Every participant must
be able to swim.
✓ Bring a towel and spare clothes.
Remarks:
✓ The boat trip is always subject to weather conditions.
✓ Program subject to availability.
✓ It is important to take flight times mentioned into account to be able to perform the program.
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(GP AYN 107) SELF DRIVE – SOUTHERN CARRETERA AUSTRAL

(4 days / 3 nights)

Day 1: BALMACEDA AIRPORT/ GENERAL CARRERA LAKE
On arrival at Balmaceda Airport, pick-up your vehicle at the agreed rent-a-car counter.
Begin your journey going south on the Carretera Austral, visiting various points of interest. After 240km. (150 miles),
around 5hrs driving, you will reach Puerto Guadal area. Accommodation in 'Terra Luna Lodge' or similar, on General
Carrera Lake.
Information and points of interest:
Puerto Tranquilo: town located 182km. (114 miles) from Balmaceda Airport. The first 100km. (60 miles) are paved.
- There are some basic restaurants in the town.
- Excursion “Navegación Capillas de Mármol” (Marble Chapels Boat Trip): This excursion can be taken year round,
starting just a few kilometers from the town. You can hire a motorboat, taking 1,15 hour, or kayak, taking about 2,30
hours approx. You skirt the shores of General Carrera Lake to reach this Sanctuary of Nature, a place of singular
scenic beauty where waves and wind have eroded and polished the limestone, forming really attractive caves.
- Exploradores Valley viewpoint: An excursion to this valley, on the northern edge of the North Patagonian Ice Field.
Here you can see waterfalls and glaciers hanging from the mountains. Passing Lake Bayo, you begin walking an
interpretive path in an evergreen forest. As the path rises, you get a fantastic panoramic view of Lake Bayo, and then
reach the moraine, from where you can see the impressive Exploradores Glacier, 9km. (5½ miles) long and 2½km. (1½
miles) wide , at the foot of San Valentin Mount, the highest in Patagonia – 4,058 meters, over 13,000 feet.

Day 2: GENERAL CARRERA LAKE (Puerto Guadal area) / CALETA TORTEL (205km., 130 miles)
Breakfast. This day we suggest continuing south on the Carretera Austral to the town of Tortel. The distance is 205km.,
130 miles, taking about 5 hours depending on the stops along the way. An unmissable stop is to take photos of the
confluence of the Baker and Neff Rivers.
Accommodation in 'Entre Hielos Lodge in Tortel, or in Cochrane, depending on availability.
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Suggestions and points of interest:
- Cochrane: town located 116km. (72 miles) from Puerto Guadal, (gravel road, about 3 hours).
- In Cochrane and Tortel there are basic local restaurants.
- We suggest a visit Tamango ex-National Reserve, today part of the Patagonia Park, just a few kilometers from
Cochrane. Boating on the Tamango River and walking, looking for Huemuls (rare Chilean deer).

Day 3: CALETA TORTEL / GENERAL CARRERA LAKE (Puerto Bertrand area), 215km. (134 miles)
Breakfast. Return towards General Carrera Lake, to the Puerto Bertrand/ Baker River area. Accommodation in Green
Baker Lodge or similar, 5 hours travel estimated.
Suggestions:
- In Tortel we suggest taking a boat for a trip on the fjords and the Baker River, visiting the 'Isla de los Muertos' (Isle of
the Dead).
- Heading back northwards, we suggest a visit to the Patagonia Park and lunch in the Restaurant of Valle Chacabuco
Lodge, or otherwise make sure you take a box lunch.
- Green Baker Lodge offers several options of activities – canopy ride over the Baker River, rafting, kayaking, floating,
hiking, horse-riding, etc.).

Day 4: GENERAL CARRERA LAKE / BALMACEDA AIRPORT
Breakfast. On this day travel north to Balmaceda Airport, a journey of approximately 6 hours, and return your vehicle
with a full tank before taking your flight to the next destination.
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Important: Ask for possible road cuts/blocks in order to arrive on time to your next destination, as paving works are
permanently taking place in the Carretera Austral.

Note:
✓ The excursions suggested and/or any other may be
contracted through Gran Patagonia.
It includes:
✓ Rental of Toyota RAV or similar vehicle for 4 days, picking
it up in the morning and returning it in the afternoon.
✓ Accommodation in double room with breakfast.

Recommendations:
✓ Dress with outdoor clothes in layers, as the weather in
Patagonia is always unpredictable. You have always to be
prepared for cold, rainy or warm days
✓ Hiking or stout footwear for walking.
✓ Sunglasses with UV filters.
✓ Binoculars and camera.
✓ Swimsuit, sunblock with UV filter.
✓ Waterproofs.

Vehicle hire includes:
✓ Unlimited mileage.
✓ Third part accident cover (CDW).
✓ Deductibles depending on the rental company.
✓ Additional drivers.
✓ Full fuel tank and 24 hour-assistance.

Rental conditions:
✓ The CDW does not cover damage to tires or wheels, unless as
a result of a collision with a third party.
✓ Vehicles are delivered with a full fuel tank. We suggest
returning them in the same state.
Requirements for rental:
✓ User over 22 years old.
✓ Valid drivers' license.
✓ Credit card guarantee, with a minimum credit limit (this is
not part of the service, the passenger must give this
guarantee).

Note: The program does not include food and beverage.
Optional services:
✓ Theft of accessories cover (SACA).
✓ Personal accident insurance (PAI).
✓ Accessories (chains, ski rack, baby seat).
✓ International Permit for Argentina.
✓ Second spare tire.
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(GP AYN 108) SELF DRIVE – NORTHERN CARRETERA AUSTRAL

(4 days / 3 nights)

Day 1: BALMACEDA AIRPORT / PUYUHUAPI
On arrival at Balmaceda Airport, pick-up your vehicle at the agreed rent-a-car counter.
Begin your journey going north on the Carretera Austral, visiting various points of interest. After about 200km. (120
miles), around 3½ hours driving, you will reach Puyuhuapi area.
Accommodation in the Hotel Termas & Spa Puyuhuapi.

Information and points of interest:
Coyhaique: Capital of the Aysen Region 55km. (33 miles) from Balmaceda Airport.
- Several restaurants.
- Visit the handicraft market located in down-town area.
- Horse rides nearby.
- We suggest leaving for Puyuhuapi early in the afternoon.

Day 2: PUYUHUAPI / LA JUNTA (50km/30 miles)
Breakfast. Continue on the Carretera Austral North to La Junta town. Accommodation in Espacio y Tiempo Lodge.

Suggestions:
- During the morning, we suggest a visit to the Queulat National Park, whose greatest attraction is the Queulat
Hanging Glacier. Several self-guided paths are available.
- We recommend taking a box lunch.
- In the afternoon, we suggest going to La Junta to visit the great natural attractions nearby.
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Day 3: LA JUNTA/ COYHAIQUE (265km./165 miles)
Breakfast. We suggest going to Raul Marin Balmaceda. In the afternoon, returning to Coyhaique, around 6
hours travel. Accommodation in Coyhaique, 'El Reloj' or similar hotel.
Suggestions:
- Raul Marin Balmaceda is a village only 75km. (47 miles) from La Junta, which offers incomparable scenery
and natural beauty. You have to cross in a small ferry to get there.
- 2 hours navigation to “Islas Las Hermanas” for birdwatching and Sea Lions observation.

Day 4: COYHAIQUE/ BALMACEDA AIRPORT (55km./ 33 miles)
Breakfast. Drive back to the airport and return your vehicle with a full tank before taking your flight to the
next destination.

Remarks:
✓ The excursions suggested and/or any other may be
contracted through Gran Patagonia.
✓ We suggest always consulting about possible road
blocks during the journey.
It includes:
✓ Rental of Toyota RAV or similar vehicle for 4 days,
picking it up in the morning and returning it in the
afternoon.
✓ Accommodation in double room with breakfast.

Recommendations:
✓ Dress in outdoor clothes in layers, as the weather in
Patagonia is always unpredictable.
✓ You have always to be prepared for cold, rainy or warm
days.
✓ Hiking or stout footwear for walking.
✓ Sunglasses with UV filters.
✓ Binoculars, camera.
✓ Swimsuit, sunblock with UV filter.
✓ Waterproofs.
Note: The program does not include food and beverage
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Vehicle hire includes:
✓ Unlimited mileage.
✓ Third part accident cover (CDW).
✓ Deductibles depending on the rental company.
✓ Additional drivers.
✓ Full fuel tank.
✓ 24 hour assistance.

Rental conditions:
✓ The CDW does not cover damage to tires or
wheels, unless as a result of a collision with a third
part.
✓ Vehicles are delivered with a full fuel tank. We
suggest returning them in the same state.

Requirements for Rental:
✓ User over 22 years old.
✓ Valid drivers' license.
✓ Credit card guarantee, with a minimum credit limit
(this is not part of the service, the passenger must
give this guarantee).

Optional services:
✓ Theft of accessories cover (SACA).
✓ Personal accident insurance (PAI).
✓ Accessories (chains, ski rack, baby seat).
✓ International Permit for Argentina.
✓ Second spare tire.

78

78

(GP AYN 109) RIVERS & GLACIERS AT NORTHERN PATAGONIA

(8 days / 7 nights)

Day 1: Balmaceda Airport / Puerto Tranquilo – General Carrera Lake
Arrive at Balmaceda Airport on a flight no later than midday. Reception and start the journey going south on the
Carretera Austral for 183km. (110 miles) to Puerto Tranquilo town, on the shores of General Carrera Lake. During the
journey you will see natural features such as Chiguay Lake, the 'Piedra del Conde' (The Rock of the Count) and other
rock formations. The road continues by the Portazuelo Ibañez (rocky pass), reaching the “Cuesta del Diablo” (Devil's
Hill), with its steep slopes from where you get magnificent panoramic views of the Ibañez River valley and the peaks
that surround it. The route continues to Cerro Castillo village, a typical Patagonian town, which faces the enormous
mountainous massif of the same name. The paved road ends. The drive continues south to pass Murta River as the
first village after a long stretch, and after 30 minutes reach Puerto Rio Tranquilo, where you have the first closest
contact with the wonderful General Carrera Lake. From here you will sail to the Capillas de Mármol (Marble Chapels),
rock formations produced by wind and wave erosion. Set lunch menu or box lunch, depending on the time the flight
arrives. Overnight at 'El Puesto Hostel' or similar, depending on availability.

Day 2: Exploradores Valley / Puerto Bertrand
Breakfast. In the morning leave for Exploradores Valley. From Puerto Rio Tranquilo go west along the beautiful valley
where you can appreciate nature in its natural state, pristine and rugged. After 50km. (30 miles) begin a medium
difficulty walk, through an evergreen forest and then over a moraine to reach the Exploradores glacier's viewpoint. If
the weather allows, you will see the immensity of the North Patagonian Ice Field, Mount San Valentin and the
Exploradores glacier.
Return to Puerto Tranquilo. Lunch at a local restaurant.
Afterwards, continue south for 70km up to Puerto Bertrand area, passing by countless natural attractions that will
accompany for the whole trip. Overnight at Green Baker Lodge or similar.
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Day 3: Horseback Riding & Plomo Lake Navigation
During this day enjoy of 2 unmissable activities in Patagonia!
After breakfast, take a 2,30 hours navigation through the pristine Bertrand Lake up to Plomo Lake. Upon arrival, you will
realize the reason of its name, the particular separation of the colors of the waters, which looks like if we were
watching a painting at the horizon. From Plomo Lake it is possible to spot several summits and mountainous cords such
as Soler, Contreras and Monte Campamento, among others. Disembark in a private beach where a 15 minutes walk
awaits you through a dense vegetation of the Patagonian evergreen forest up to a intense cascade. Afterwards, head
back to Puerto Bertrand. Lunch at the Lodge.

In the afternoon, the adventure continues by horse, enjoying this excursion at the purest style of the “Patagons”.
This is a 3 hours horse back riding experience leaded by an unique local “gaucho”, who will show you some of the most
amazing lookout points of the area. Here you’ll get aware about the magnitude of the Baker and Neff River Valleys.
However, throughout this ride you won’t see just beautiful landscapes, but also you will learn about the lifestyle of the
very firsts pioneers arriving at the region, listening to their stories, anecdotes, animal relationship and of course there
will be time to share the experience of the day together with a cup of mate with the hosts.
Overnight at Lodge Green Baker or similar.
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Day 4: Baker River Rafting /Patagonia Park Tamango area / Cochrane
On this day after breakfast, enjoy rafting in Patagonia for nearly two hours.
This activity consists on descending white water on inflatable rafts, shooting rapids of varying classes depending on the
level of difficulty.
During this activity you will make descents on the Baker River, the river with the greatest volume in Chile, mainly in
Class 2 and 3+ rapids. It takes place on the first 6km (4 miles) of the River Baker, starting from Lake Bertrand the
necessary equipment will be tried on.
*This activity is suitable for people who like adventure and adrenaline, and who do not have problems with getting wet.

After lunch continue heading south, taking the Carretera Austral to the unmissable source of the mighty Baker River.
Shortly you will see the confluence of the Baker and Neff Rivers, a really impressive visit and postcard view! Continue
50km. (30 miles) alongside the River Baker to reach Cochrane, a small town that serves to re-stock. Continue 5km
northbound up to Patagonia National Park Tamango sector for a boat trip that lasts 20 minutes and a brief hike through
the park, if lucky you could see huemules, the Chilean national deer. Overnight at Ultimo Paraíso Hotel in Cochrane.
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Day 5: Full Day Caleta Tortel
Breakfast. This day starts heading south to the picturesque little town of Tortel, located 125km/78 miles from Cochrane
(3 hours approx). This place has been declared as a Traditional Site because of its particular architecture and lifestyle.
Here, streets are replaced by walkways made out of Cypress of Guaitecas wood. They criss-cross the whole cove,
allowing the biodiversity of the zone to be preserved. Together with the cold, rainy climate, untamed nature and hard
lifestyle the day a day work has built the character and identity of the people. The hospitality and warmth of the
inhabitants makes it an unforgettable destination – walking its unique traditional gangways. Lunch in a local restaurant
in the town itself. In the afternoon, return to Ultimo Paraíso Hotel in Cochrane.

Day 6: Ice Trek at Calluqueo Glacier / Chile Chico Town
Breakfast. At 09:00am leave with direction to Calluqueo Glacier located 50km/31 miles south of Cochrane.
This Glacier has an incredible natural attractive, it comes off from San Lorenzo Mountain, the second highest summit
of Patagonia. At 10:00am you will arrive at the lookout point of the Glacier, afterwards, you will walk down to the
glacier lagoon where a 20 minutes navigation will take place. Upon arrival, the guide will lend you the needed
equipment with crampons to start the ice-trek up to the Cascade area of the Calluqueo Glacier. At noon enjoy a well
deserved box lunch and a glass of distilled liquor with millenary ice. Around 01:30pm, return to the town of Cochrane
via the same way. Estimated time of arrival 04:30pm.
Later on, continue your drive bordering the General Carrera Lake for 4 hours (180km/112 miles) up to the town of
Chile Chico. Overnight at Hosteria de la Patagonia or similar.
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Day 7: Puerto Ibañez – Coyhaique
Breakfast. At the agreed time, according to the departure time of the barge, transfer to Chile Chico pier to sail for about
2,15hr on the General Carrera Lake up to the village of Puerto Ibañez. Before continuing to Coyhaique, you will visit the
unmissable “Saltos de Puerto Ibañez”. Lunch in Cerro Castillo village or box lunch in route, depending on the time of
navigation. Overnight at El Reloj Hotel or similar in Coyhaique.

Day 8: Balmaceda Airport.
Breakfast. At the agreed time, transfer to the airport to take your flight to your next destination - 55km/34 miles - 50
minutes approximately.
It includes:
✓ Driver guide (Spanish / English) up to 5 pax.
✓ Driver + bilingual guide (Spanish / English) from 6 pax up.
✓ Navigation in regular service to the Marble Chapels.
✓ Accommodation based on double room with breakfast,
as detailed in the program.
✓ Entrance ticket and guided walk to the Valle
Exploradores look-out point.
✓ Visit to Tamango area in Patagonia National Park with
navigation.
✓ Rafting on Baker River.
✓ Horse-back riding at Bertrand area and navigation to
Lake Bertrand and Lake Plomo.
✓ FD visit to Caleta Tortel town.
✓ Ice trekking to Calluqueo Glacier.
✓ Navigation from Chile Chico town to Puerto Ibañez.
✓ Set lunch menus, including 1 mineral water; or box lunch
according to the program.
✓ Cooler with light snacks and mineral water available in
the vehicle.
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Not included:
✓ Other activities not mentioned.
✓ Other meals not mentioned.
✓ Tips.
✓ Travel insurance policy.
Remarks:
✓ Dress in outdoor clothes in layers as the weather
is unpredictable in Patagonia.
✓ Bring binoculars and cameras.
✓ Sunscreen.
✓ Hat, gloves.
✓ Trekking shoes, waterproof.
✓ Shoes or rigid shoes for crampons (Ice Trek
activity).
✓ Spare clothes and towel for rafting.

Rafting Activity:
✓ Induction brief and safety procedures.
✓ Professional guides with great experience on the Baker River and trained in first aid.
✓ Full equipment.
✓ 6km descent, around 2 hours.
✓ Light snack.
✓ Requirements: Minimum 16 years old. People with physical agility, not obese and in
good health. Every participant must be able to swim.
✓ Bring a towel and spare clothes.
Horse-Back Riding:
✓ Includes riding equipment.
✓ Local guide / instructor with vast experience.
✓ No previous experience is required to perform this activity.
Ice Trek Calluqueo Glacier.
✓ No previous experience is required to perform this activity
✓ Certified local adventure tourism guides.
✓ Boat navigation by the lagoon of the glacier.
✓ Physical conditions according to this activity is required.
✓ Level of difficulty: Medium.
✓ Suitable for persons aged between 15 and 65, subject to evaluation.
✓ In case you do not want to do the ice trek activity, you may take the navigation to the lagoon to approach the glacier only.
Remarks:
✓ Program subject to availability.
✓ The venues for accommodation mentioned in the program are only for reference and according to availability, being possible
to vary the final amount of the program in the case we have to look for alternative lodges/hotels.
✓ All activities and excursions are subject to weather conditions.
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(GP AYN 110) HIKING AT BOSQUE ENCANTADO & QUEULAT NATIONAL PARK

(3 days / 2 nights)

Day 1: “Bosque Encantado” & Puyuhuapi
Departure from your hotel in Coyhaique or from Balmaceda airport no later than 11:00 am to start the trip along the
northern “Carretera Austral” to the wonderful Bosque Encantado, located approx. 170km/106 miles from Coyhaique.
Lunch in route at Mañihuales area.
The Bosque Encantado trail is located in the middle of the Queulat National Park, declared in 1983 by UNESCO for the
charm of its landscapes and its rich diversity of flora and fauna. Birds rest in the trees associated with the undergrowth
and evergreen forest, such as Tapaculos, Hued Hued and Chucao.
The Bosque Encantado is partly named after the "old man's beard" hanging from the Ñires (Nothofagus Antarctica),
which are green lichens that are associated with these trees, this gives a mystical image for which it is recognized. The
walk is a trail of approximately 1.700mts in total (1,1mile), the landscape is covered by an evergreen forest, covered
with mosses, being a natural attraction of thousands of years, which contains an unique wealth of flora and fauna.
When the trail opens you will walk through a moraine fording a water course to reach the small Laguna "Gnomos"
which is inserted in a natural amphitheater.
Afterwards, continue your drive to the town of Puyuhuapi and make a short panoramic tour. Founded in 1935 by
German immigrants, the port of Puyuhuapi is characterized for being a mixture between the Germanic and the
Chilotas traditions (people from the islands of Chiloe in Chile), reflected in their particular styles of houses and boats.
Overnight at Lodge El Pangue, located on the north bank of Lake Risopatrón.
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Day 2: Queulat National Park Hike
Breakfast. On this day you will return south along the Carretera Austral towards Queulat National Park, located 30
minutes away from the lodge, to hike 2.200mt along the Mirador Trail. This hike is mainly uphill and among
forest. From the viewpoint you can see the different waterfalls that come off the glacier, and if the weather
permits, you will enjoy an amazing view of the Queulat Glacier. The return journey is along the same path, always
among forest and downhill by another 2.200mt.
Picnic lunch in the same park.
Return to Coyhaique enjoying beautiful landscapes of mountains and rivers, such as Lake Las Torres and Piedra del
Gato, the Marchant Viewpoint and the Cascade of the Virgin. Accommodation at Hotel El Reloj or similar.

Day 3: Balmaceda Airport
Breakfast. At the agreed time, transfer to the airport to take your flight to your next destination - 55km/34 miles 50 minutes approximately.
Remarks:
✓ Program subject to availability.
✓ To perform this program you must arrive on a flight no later than 11:00 am.
✓ Walks suitable for all people with good physical condition and keen on walking.
✓ Low-medium difficulty.
✓ All activities and excursions are subject to weather conditions.
Not Included:
✓ Other activities not mentioned.
It includes:
✓ Other meals not mentioned.
✓ Driver / guide (Spanish / English) up to 5 pax.
✓ Tips.
✓ Driver + bilingual guide (Spanish / English) from 6 pax up.
✓ Travel insurance policy.
✓ Entrance tickets to the mentioned parks and guided
hikes.
Suggestions:
✓ Accommodation based on double room with breakfast,
✓ Dress in outdoor clothes in layers as the weather
as detailed in the program.
is unpredictable in Patagonia.
✓ 01 set menu lunch with 1 mineral water, and 01 picnic
✓ Bring binoculars and cameras.
lunch, according to the program.
✓ Sunscreen.
✓ Cooler with light snacks and mineral water available in
✓ Trekking shoes, waterproof.
the vehicle.
✓ Trekking sticks.
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(GP AYN 111) TREK PROGRAM - NORHERN CARRETERA AUSTRAL

(5 days /4 nights)

Day 1: Puerto Montt – Caleta Gonzalo
At the agreed time in the morning, departure from Puerto Montt to start the journey south on the Carretera
Austral. After 1.15hr of drive, board a ferry to navigate, on regular service, from Caleta La Arena to Caleta
Puelche. Then the trip continues for 2 additional hours up to Hornopirén to take the Bimodal Route that
combines two maritime and one land sections (4.30hr app), up to the village of Caleta Gonzalo.
*** 9 hours of travel in total app. Box lunch en route and accommodation at Cabañas Caleta Gonzalo or similar.

Day 2: Caleta Gonzalo –Yelcho Lake
After an early breakfast, start the first day of trekking in the Pumalín Douglas Tompkins
National Park
Los Alerces Trail
This is an interpretive trail that is located a few kilometers from Caleta Gonzalo that gives you
the opportunity to admire its ancient forests of the same name, surrounded by pristine nature.
The path winds through an ancient grove of larches with signs that provide information about
this species and its history. The circuit offers a calm and contemplative atmosphere to
appreciate these ancient trees. It is possible to easily observe a live larch almost 3,000 years
old.
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700 Mts
45 Min
Easy

Cascadas Escondidas Trail:
This trail starts 14km south from Caleta Gonzalo (44 km north of Chaitén), at a small
camping site. The trail will show three waterfalls. The first is about 20 or 25 minutes up a
hill. To get to the next two waterfalls, continue for another 30 minutes walking on a flatter
trail. In this place you will have a first-hand view of the Valdivian forest so characteristic of
this region. Box Lunch in the Park.
In the afternoon, continue your drive south for around 1,45hr to reach the area of Yelcho
Lake. Accommodation at Yelcho Lodge or similar.

1.8 Km

2.5 Hrs
Easy to moderate

. ***If participants wish and if they still have energy, the Chaitén Volcano trail, located 1
hour north, will be waiting for you as a third trek for the day at no additional cost.

** Chaitén Volcano Trail
This trail shows not only the wonders of nature but also how it can affect human settlements.
Observe part of the history of when the town was sunk in volcanic ash due to the eruption of
the Chaitén Volcano, which shaped the landscape and the memory of its inhabitants in
unrecoverable forms.
In May 2008 the Chaitén Volcano erupted after 9,000 years, causing tremendous damage
from Chaitén to Argentina.
Now there is a new path that allows to get to the edge of the crater and it is the one that you
may explore this day.
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OPTIONAL
4.4 Km

3 Hrs
Moderate to high

Day 3: Yelcho Lake – La Junta Village
Yelcho Snowdrift Trail
Inserted in the middle of the Carretera Austral, 59km southeast of Chaitén, this route
consolidates all those characteristics that make Patagonia a unique place to visit and
explore. This trail allows to enter a dense temperate rain forest where coigües, ferns and
mosses abound, and where it is also possible to observe numerous fauna, highlighting the
presence of curious chucaos, hued-hued and churrines. The end point of this route is the
beautiful Yelcho Snowdrift, which falls from a mountain range, whose peaks exceed 2,000
meters in height.
*** Daily lunch menu at a local restaurant in the town of La Junta.

4.1 Km
2.5 Hrs
Easy

5 Km

In the afternoon, visit the Rosselott Lake National Reserve - Confluencia Lookout Trail
Lake Rosselott, surrounded by the Barros Arana mountain range, is of glacial origin and is fed
by the ice waters of Queulat National Park. On this trail it is possible to observe a wonderful
landscape where we will see the vestiges of the ecosystem that has been changing over time,
from its viewpoints you can see the town of La Junta and the union of the Rivers Palena and
Rosselott (hence the name the town), in addition to the Barros Arana range and the
Melimoyu Volcano.
Accommodation in Espacio y Tiempo Mountain Hotel or similar in La Junta town.
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2.5 Hrs
Easy

Day 4: Queulat National Park– Coyhaique City
In the morning, departure to one of the most renowned parks in the region, just 1 hour from La Junta town.
Queulat National Park is shown as a must-see tourist landmark on the Carretera Austral.
Queulat Hanging Glacier Lookout Trail
The path that leads to the Queulat Hanging Glacier viewpoint offers the possibility of
closely observing a beautiful Patagonian forest and glacier.
The Queulat hanging snowdrift is a large glacial mass, which despite its easy access, few
explorers have entered its ice, there are numerous peaks without ascending its
surroundings.
It protects hundreds of species of evergreen and Andean Patagonian forests such as the
Magallanes coigüe, the Guaitecas cypress, radal, mañío female, ulmo, tepa, ciruelillo,
canelo, tepu, lenga and ñirre. It is also possible to find huge nalcas, chaura, chilco, white
michay and dozens of ferns. Birds such as chucao, black caprintero, hued hued, small
hummingbird and cachaña. This park is also the habitat for species such as the piche, the
quirquincho, the cuy chico, the vizcacha del sur and the huemul.

5 Km

3 Hrs
Easy to moderate

In the afternoon, continue to the capital city of Coyhaique (4.15hr app), passing through the Puyuhuapi Fjord,
from where you may observe dolphins, if lucky. In addition, visit the Rio Simpson National Reserve to take the
last hike of the day and enjoy its majestic Simpson River and its environmental interpretation center.
Box lunch is considered.
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Rio Simpson National Reserve - Los Pioneros Trail
The Rio Simpson National Reserve is located on the road between Puerto Aysen and
Coyhaique.
The predominant plant formations are coigüe, tepa, canelo, notro and chilco and deciduous
forest of Aysén ñirre, lenga and calafate. Among its most common fauna to see; condor, eagle,
kingfisher, thrush, chucao, thrush and cachaña, among others.
This Reserve owes its name to the Simpson River that runs through it on its way to the west,
being one of the most desirable rivers for fly fishing activity.
The surface of the protected area is 40,452 hectares, a rugged relief and with peaks higher
than 1,600 meters, which gives rise to valleys and narrow gorges through which rivers flow.
The rivers Correntoso and Cascada de la Virgen also stand out, tributaries of the Simpson, both
surrounded by beautiful landscapes and lush vegetation.
Visit its Environmental Interpretation Center and enjoy a hike bordering the Simpson River.
This is an interpretive trail without unevenness and very relaxing.
Accommodation at Hotel Raíces (B&B) or similar in Coyhaique city.
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6 Km
3 Hrs
Easy

Day 5: Dos Lagunas Natural Monument– Balmaceda Airport
In the morning, visit the Dos Lagunas Natural Monument, which is located 45km app away.
Dos Lagunas stands out for the protection of fauna species such as birds: black woodpecker,
kingfisher, tagua and black-necked swan, among mammals: the red fox and the armadillo. The
forest is mainly composed of ñirre, coigue, lenga, calafate and strawberry.
Enjoy wonderful views from several viewpoints towards the high valleys of the commune of
Coyhaique, very close to the border with Argentina, from where we will have panoramic views of
the two lagoons that surround the Natural Monument, Laguna El Toro and Laguna Escondida.

1.5 Km
2.5 Hrs
Easy

Return to Coyhaique, time at leisure. At the agreed time, transfer to the Balmaceda airport, located 50 minutes away.
It includes:
✓ Private transportation.
✓ English or Spanish driver/guide up to 5 participants. From 6 or more, a
driver + guide is considered.
✓ Meals as indicated in the program with 1 bottle of mineral wáter per
person.
✓ Tickets for the mentioned ferries.
✓ Accommodation with breakfast.
✓ Entrance tickets to the Parks and Reserves mentioned.
✓ Cooler with light snacks and mineral wáter avaialble in the vehicule
throughout the program.

Not included:
✓ Trekking poles.
✓ Tips.
✓ Personal equipment.
✓ Travel insurance policy.
✓ Other meals not mentioned.
✓ Additional consumption.

Suggested gear:
✓ Trekking shoes and pants, waterproof and windproof jacket.
✓ Bring a small backpack of 10lts. with additional snacks and drinks.
✓ Hat, sunscreen, gloves, sunglasses.
Remarks:
✓ The duration of the trekking may vary according to the physical conditions of the participants and the weather
conditions.
✓ Hikes are suitable for all passengers with good health and physical conditions.
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(GP AYN 112) MARBLE CHAPELS AND SAN RAFAEL LAGOON AND GLACIER

(3 días /2 noches)

Day 1: BALMACEDA AIRPORT / PUERTO TRANQUILO ON GENERAL CARRERA LAKE
Arrive at Balmaceda Airport on a flight no later than mid-day. Reception and start the journey going south on the
Carretera Austral for 183km. (110 miles) to Puerto Tranquilo, on the shores of General Carrera Lake. During the journey
you will see natural features such as Chiguay Lake, the 'Piedra del Conde' (The Rock of the Count) and other rock
formations. The road continues by Portazuelo Ibañez rocky pass, reaching the “Cuesta del Diablo” (Devil's Hill), with its
steep slopes from where you get magnificent panoramic views of the Ibañez River valley and the peaks that surround it.
The route continues to Cerro Castillo village, a typical Patagonian town, which faces the enormous mountainous massif
of the same name. The paved road ends. The route continues south passing by Murta River, the first village after a long
stretch, and after 30 minutes reach Puerto Rio Tranquilo town, where you have the first closest contact with the
wonderful General Carrera Lake. From here you will sail to the Capillas de Mármol (Marble Chapels), rock formations
produced by wind and wave erosion. You will enjoy a set lunch menu or box lunch, depending on the time the flight
arrives. Overnight at 'El Puesto Hostel' or similar, depending on availability.

Day 2: FD Laguna San Rafael
Let yourself be carried away by the force of the glacier and the life that surrounds it. A landscape of blue color, with
impressive landslides and ice floes that will take you back to another era and remind you of the experience of simply
sitting and being embraced by nature.
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Depart from Puerto Tranquilo at 07:30am to head 77km (48 miles) westward up to Explorers Bay. Upon arrival around
09:30am, you’ll be received by the crew that will accompany you through this unforgettable experience.
Before setting sail, the guide will brief you on security and give a general description of the trip. Here starts a soft
navigation through the river delta, scenery with a particular beauty in which you will enjoy the breakfast.
In approximately 2.30 hours of navigation you’ll be at “Laguna San Rafael National Park” where you are going to
contemplate the “San Rafael” Glacier and the magnificent natural scene that surrounds. The lunch will be served in
front of the blue ice wall where you will be able to drink the famous whisky with millenary ice.
Afterwards, you will start the return navigation to Explorers Bay, arriving at 05:00pm approx., to connect with the
vehicle and drive up to Puerto Tranquilo: Estimated time arrival 07:00pm.
Overnight at 'El Puesto Hostel' or similar, depending on availability.

Day 3: Puerto Tranquilo / Balmaceda Airport
Breakfast. At the agreed time, return to Balmaceda airport to take your flight to your next destination. 183 km. It is
estimated around 3.30 hours. Box lunch or lunch type menu, depending on the departure time of the flight.
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It includes:
✓ Transfers in private service with driver/guide in English
or Spanish up to 5 pax. From 6, driver + guide.
✓ Meals specified in the itinerary, basic menus, with 1
mineral water.
✓ Navigation to the Marble Chapels Nature Sanctuary on
regular service motor-boat.
✓ Regular navigation to Laguna San Rafael, including light
breakfast, basic lunch menu, and coffee / tea / hot
chocolate available during navigation.
✓ Tasting of whisky with millenary ice.
✓ Lifeguard and safety during navigation.
✓ 02 nights of accommodation in a double room "bed &
breakfast".
✓ Cooler with light snacks and mineral water in the
vehicle.

Not included:
✓ Tips.
✓ Other meals not mentioned.
✓ Other services not mentioned.
✓ Travel insurance policy.
Bring:
✓ Outdoor clothing in layers and waterproof, since in
Patagonia the weather is unpredictable.
✓ Sun glasses with UV filter.
✓ Spare socks.
✓ Waterproof trekking shoes.

Remarks,
✓ Navigations and activities are subject to weather conditions.
✓ Due to regulation of the Chilean Navy, a list of passengers with name, RUT or passport, nationality and date of birth
must be submitted for navigation.
✓ Possible road cuts between Cerro Castillo and Puerto Tranquilo due to paving works.
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(GP AYN 113) UNTAMED SAN RAFAEL LAGOON AND GLACIER

(4 días /3 noches)

Day 1: BALMACEDA AIRPORT / PUERTO TRANQUILO ON GENERAL CARRERA LAKE
Arrive at Balmaceda Airport on a flight no later than mid-day. Reception and start the journey going south on the
Carretera Austral for 183km. (110 miles) to Puerto Tranquilo, on the shores of General Carrera Lake. During the
journey you will see natural features such as Chiguay Lake, the 'Piedra del Conde' (The Rock of the Count) and other
rock formations. The road continues by Portazuelo Ibañez rocky pass, reaching the “Cuesta del Diablo” (Devil's Hill),
with its steep slopes from where you get magnificent panoramic views of the Ibañez River valley and the peaks that
surround it. The route continues to Cerro Castillo village, a typical Patagonian town, which faces the enormous
mountainous massif of the same name. The paved road ends. The route continues south passing by Murta River, the
first village after a long stretch, and after 30 minutes reach Puerto Rio Tranquilo town, where you have the first
closest contact with the wonderful General Carrera Lake. From here you will sail to the Capillas de Mármol (Marble
Chapels), rock formations produced by wind and wave erosion. You will enjoy a set lunch menu or box lunch,
depending on the time the flight arrives. Overnight at 'El Puesto Hostel' or similar, depending on availability.
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Day 2: Exploradores Valley – San Rafael Lagoon and Glacier
Early departure from Puerto Tranquilo to the west for 2 and a half hours in the direction of Bahía Exploradores
through a path surrounded by incredible landscapes of rivers, lakes and glaciers until we reach our boat in Puerto
Grosse, in this place our guides will give us a talk about safety procedures and a brief description of the day's
activities.
We will start a soft navigation through the
Exploradores River while we have breakfast
enjoying the enclave of the river. After 2 hours
of navigation we will see the Laguna San Rafael.
We will have the opportunity to stretch our
feet and walk for 40-minutes to the historical
ruins of the Hotel Ofqui and continue to our
refuge, where we will spend the night.
After a healthy lunch, we will go on a second
hike to the viewpoint of the San Rafael Glacier,
from where it is possible to listen and observe
the ice release process very frequently.

Through all the trails it is possible to observe native flora and fauna. If lucky, we could find a shy Pudú (little deer) or
even an elusive “Gato Guiña”.
At the agreed time, we will return to the refuge to have dinner and take a well-deserved rest.
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Día 3: Laguna San Rafael – Valle Exploradores – Puerto Tranquilo
The next day and after breakfast, we will pack-up to start the walk back to the dock (40 minutes approximately)
and so we can start our navigation towards the front wall of the imposing San Rafael Glacier. At this point, we will
enjoy a homemade lunch and then embark on our return trip to Bahía Exploradores and Puerto Rio Tranquilo,
arriving around 6pm.
Accommodation at Hostal El Puesto or similar.

Day 4: Puerto Tranquilo / Balmaceda Airport
Breakfast. At the agreed time, return to Balmaceda airport to take your flight to your next destination. 183 km. It is
estimated around 3.30 hours. Box lunch or basic lunch menu, depending on the departure time of the flight.
It includes:
✓ Transfers in private service with driver/guide in English or
Spanish up to 5 pax. From 6, driver + guide.
✓ Navigation in motorboats (without toilets).
✓ Meals indicated menu type with 1 mineral water.
✓ For days 2 and 3, it includes all meals: breakfast, lunch and
dinner accompanied by light snacks (cookies, chocolate, nuts,
etc.) and beverages (tea, coffee and whisky to drink with
millennial ice.
✓ Entrance to the San Rafael Lagoon National Park.
✓ 02 nights accommodation at Hostal El Puesto or similar, with
breakfast.
✓ 01 night accommodation in the CONAF shelter + tents and
sleeping bags if necessary.
✓ Specialized guides during the two days of exploration.
✓ Cooler with light snacks and mineral water available in the
vehicle for days 1 and 3.

Not Included / Bring:
✓ Towels and personal belongings (must be carried by each one).
✓ Clothing in layers.
✓ Warm clothing and water resistant.
✓ Trekking shoes.
✓ Second pair of shoes to rest like Crocs or similar.
✓ Dry clothes to leave in the shelter, in case of getting wet.
✓ Headlamp.
✓ Dry bag for your equipment and needed personal belongings.
✓ Sunscreen and sunglasses with UV protection.
✓ The weather in San Rafael is very variable and unpredictable so
you have to be prepared for any type of weather.
✓ Travel insurance policy.
Operation: from October to March each season. Always subject to
weather conditions and availability.

The Refuge is equipped with:
✓ 1 room double bed + 1 room with 2 SGL beds + on the upper floor 1 room with 2 bunk beds. Total 8 pax. Only 1 bathroom.
✓ Small kitchen, living room and dining room.
✓ Electricity for basic use only to turn on and charge photography equipment and telephones, this works with solar panels.
✓ Wood heating.

98

(GP AYN 114) MUST DO TREK– CERRO CASTILLO NATIONAL PARK

(2 days/1 night)

Day 1: Coyhaique or Airport - Cerro Castillo National Park
In the morning, departure from Coyhaique or from the Balmaceda airport, to transfer to Cerro Castillo National Park,
located 100km away (1.20hr app).
Once in the Park entrance, the first leg of the trek to the Porteadores Camp begins, 4,2km/2,15 hours approx.
The walk is through primary and secondary forests of lenga and ñire on terrain with slight slopes. The camp is located in
the Estero Parada Valley, surrounded by large hills, such as Cerro Palo, Cerro Chocolate, Punta Duff and the impressive
Cerro Castillo massif.
In this place leave the heavier backpacks and equipment, since it is where we will spend the night. After a short rest,
continue the trek up to the Neozelandes sector (3.8km / 2hr app), to enjoy incredible views of nature in all its splendor.
If there is still energy, continue for another 2,4km / 1.30hr, to the incredible Laguna Duff to finish surprising this day
with its unique pristine beauty. Finally, return to the Porteadores Camp to share the experience of the day and a welldeserved rest.

1.100 msnm

5.5 hrs

10.4 Km
Media
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Day 2: Cerro Castillo National Park - Coyhaique or Airport.
After an energizing breakfast and putting down the camp, start your trek to the Morro
Negro for approximately 4kms / 2.20hr, a place from where you will appreciate a
panoramic and privileged view of the Cerro Castillo glaciers, several lagoons of the
adjacent hills and the iconic Green Lagoon of the National Park, having the opportunity
to descend for 2 km to this lagoon. Later on, return to the Cerro Castillo gate (8km /
3.30hr) to continue with your trip, according to the program.

✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

It includes:
Transportation in private service.
Full board during the program.
Specialized bilingual guide (Spanish - English).
Entrance ticket to the National Park.
First aid kit.
Satelital phone.
Porters for the heavy stuff.
Tent, trekking sticks, sleeping bag (max 4), stove,
kitchen utensils, dishes and jugs.

6,30 hrs
14 Km
Moderate

Not included:
✓ Other equipment not mentioned.
✓ Personal belongings.
✓ Hydration during the treks.
✓ Tips.
✓ Travel insurance policy.

Period of operation:
✓ From October to March each season. Subject to
weather conditions and availability.

Suggested gear:
✓ Trekking shoes and pants, waterproof and windproof jacket.
✓ Gloves, sunglasses, sunscreen, hat.
✓ Bring a small backpack of 10 liters with snacks and beverages for the walks.

Notes:
✓ Minimum 2 passengers - maximum 10 per group. 1 guide for every 5 participants.
✓ The duration of the treks may vary according to the physical conditions of the participants.
✓ Program suitable for participants with good health and physical conditions. Medium difficulty.
✓ It is recommended that each person bring its own technical and comfort sleeping bag for low temperatures.
✓ The Park/Camps that NOT count with any kind of infrastructure (toilets, showers, etc.).
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1.400 msnm

(GP AYN 115) TREK LAS HORQUETAS TRAIL – CERRO CASTILLO NATIONAL PARK

(4 days /3 nights)

The magnificent Cerro Castillo National Park offers a trekking circuit that has been classified as one of the most
beautiful in Chile. The Lenga and Ñirre forests are perfect refuges for the huemules and it is not unusual to see
some specimens near Portezuelo Ibañez, next to the Carretera Austral. The hanging snowdrifts form lagoons of
intense turquoise color giving life to unique landscapes.
The Horquetas trail is 45kms of pure beauty in the heart of Patagonian nature.

Day 1: Las Horquetas – Portezuelo El Turbio
Early in the morning, departure from Coyhaique or from the Balmaceda airport for
approximately 100KM / 1.20hr to the National Park.
The trail starts on a logging path, quite flat and smooth for 13kms. to the official park line.
Continue another 3.5 kms to the Río Turbio camp. The trail runs through a beautiful old
bearded beech forest and small streams.
Camp is set up to spend the first night.

Day 2: Portezuelo El Turbio – Estero el Bosque
Departure in the morning, to continue exploring the beauties of this National Park. A few
steps away, there is the beautiful Turbio Valley, where the path slowly ascends to
Portezuelo Peñón, reaching 1,300 meters above sea level. The pass not only has snow in
winter, it is also possible to find it during the other months of the year.
The Bosque camp is located on the banks of the Arroyo El Bosque and at the foot of the
Castillo mountain range and glaciers. Once settled-down, continue to the famous Laguna
Verde to end the day with a stunning postcard that will be difficult to forget.
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950 msnm
7 hrs
16.5 KM
Easy

1.300 msnm
6 hrs
9,8 KM
High

Day 3: Estero El Bosque–Neozelandes Camp
This morning we will cross an arm of the estuary over a bridge, and then continue ascending
through the Lenga forest for about 90 minutes.
After around 1 hour walk to the west, reach a new pass that in this case faces the Estero
Parada valley, from this point there is a path that goes through the upper margin of the forest
to reach the New Zealand Camp. From this point, amazing views of the valley with great
mountains and surrounded by beautiful forests of lengas will be appreciated.

Day 4: Neozelandes Camp – Cerro Castillo Village
This day, we will begin to say goodbye to the National Park, taking a path down to the park
gate. During the hike we will observe forests of adult and renewable lenga, orchids and a
variety of flowers and shrubs.
Once at the gate, we will keep on hiking up to the main road, where we will take our
vehicle to continue traveling along the Carretera Austral, according to the itinerary of each
passenger.

1.650 msnm
8 hrs
11,3 KM
High

320 msnm
5 hrs
7.7 KM
Moderate
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✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

It includes:
Transportation in private service.
Full board during the program.
Specialized bilingual guide (Spanish - English).
Entrance ticket to the National Park.
First aid kit.
Satelital phone.
Porters for the heavy stuff.
Tent, trekking sticks, sleeping bag (max 4), stove,
kitchen utensils, dishes and jugs.

Not included:
✓ Other equipment not mentioned.
✓ Personal belongings.
✓ Hydration during the treks.
✓ Tips.
✓ Travel insurance policy.

Period of operation:
✓ From October to March each season. Subject to
weather conditions and availability.

Suggested gear:
✓ Trekking shoes and pants, waterproof and windproof jacket.
✓ Gloves, sunglasses, sunscreen, hat.
✓ Bring a small backpack of 10 liters with snacks and beverages for the walks.
Notes:
✓ Minimum 2 passengers - maximum 10 per group. 1 guide for every 5 participants.
✓ The duration of the treks may vary according to the physical conditions of the participants.
✓ Program suitable for participants with good health and physical conditions. Medium difficulty.
✓ It is recommended that each person bring its own technical and comfort sleeping bag for low temperatures.
✓ The Park/Camps that NOT count with any kind of infrastructure (toilets, showers, etc.).
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SEMI-PRIVATE PROGRAMS
(GP 201) NORTHEN CARRETERA AUSTRAL – PUYUHUAPI / QUEULAT NATIONAL PARK

( 4 days / 3 nights)

PROGRAM BASED ON HALF BOARD (HB)
Day 1 (Thursday): Balmaceda Airport – Coyhaique – Puyuhuapi – La Junta (266 km/ 166 miles)
Arrive at Balmaceda Airport on a morning flight, between 9:30 and 10:30am. Reception at the airport, located 55 km.
(33 miles) south of the regional capital Coyhaique. Travel to Coyhaique to pick up some other passengers from their
hotels. Begin the journey going north on the Carretera Austral to La Junta – 266 km., 166 miles, around 5 hours.
During the trip you will enjoy beautiful scenery of mountains and rivers, such as the Portezuelo Queulat (Queulat
Pass), the Río Cisnes valley and several waterfalls, among them The Condor. Box lunch in route. After some stops for
photos, continue northwards along the shore of Puyuhuapi fjord, to reach the town of the same name. This is an
historic point in the history of German colonization of Patagonia Aysén. After a 30 minute free visit of the town,
continue for other 44 km. (28 miles) to reach the town of La Junta. Accommodation in Espacio y Tiempo Lodge, or
similar.

Day 2 (Friday): Kayak at Palena River and El Sauce Thermal Hot Springs - (7,30 hours).
Breakfast. At 10am short drive towards the River Rosselot, only 1km (1,100 yards) away, to begin the 7 hour day's
tour. After a brief talk on safety and other information, begin the descent of the river in rafts or kayaks. After about 1
km on the Rosselot River, you will see the confluence with the River Palena, one of the three most important of the
Aysén region. On the ride (about 16 km, 10 miles) admire the beautiful natural scenery and the varied fauna of
Patagonia with several species of birds, whose cries will accompany us. After paddling for about 2½ hours, finally
reach the beach of our destination where a vehicle awaits to take you towards Puerto Raul Marín Balmaceda. Drive
7km. (4 miles) to reach “El Sauce” hot springs. These hot springs offer thermal bathing in the pools with 100% natural
warm water, giving all the benefits these waters deliver, as well as the relaxation and contemplation of the beautiful
surrounding countryside. At 5:30pm begin the return journey to La Junta. Enjoy a box lunch at the spa.
Accommodation in Espacio y Tiempo Lodge or similar.

Remark: Passengers who do not wish to take part in the rafting activity, will be offered a tour to Puerto Raul Marín Balmaceda,
to enjoy its unique scenic beauty, with a set lunch menu in a local restaurant.
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Day 3 (Saturday): La Junta – Queulat National Park – Coyhaique
Breakfast. Leave at 9am for the journey south on the Carretera Austral, firstly to the Queulat National Park in 50 km.
(30 miles). Walking no more than 600 meters (yards) through woods, reach the splendor of the Queulat Hanging
Glacier view-point. After about 2½ hours continue on the same Carretera Austral to the regional capital, Coyhaique –
222 km. (140 miles), about 4 hours. Box lunch at the park. Accommodation in 'El Reloj' or similar hotel in Coyhaique.

Day 4 (Sunday): Coyhaique – Balmaceda Airport
Breakfast. At agreed time, transfer on regular service, (without guide), to the airport (55 km., 33 miles – 50 minutes).
Pick-up time around 2h30 minutes before your flight departure time.
Remarks:
✓ If your flight departure is in the afternoon, ask for half-day tour options.
✓ If you continue with the regular program to Southern Carretera Austral (GP202), the transfer to the airport will be between
08:00am and 9am.
Program includes:
✓ Regular service in comfortable, modern vehicle.
✓ The transfer-out will be on regular service, without guide.
✓ Spanish/English-speaking driver/guide for up to 5 passengers. Over this number thee will be a driver plus a guide.
✓ Luggage: 1 suitcase or bag per person. If you have more baggage, consult about keeping it in our offices, or at the hotel of
the last night's stay.
✓ Accommodation based on double room with breakfast:
➢ 02 nights in Espacio y Tiempo Lodge or similar in La Junta village.
➢ 01 night in El Reloj or similar hotel in Coyhaique.
✓ Excursion at La Junta includes rafting on the River Palena, plus the visit to 'El Sauce' spa and use of its facilities.
✓ Specialist guides for the rafting with complete equipment for the raft and safety.
✓ Raft of 14 feet, or kayak in the case of there being more passengers, completely equipped (oar, safety helmet, class V life
jacket, neoprene suit, neoprene overshoes, semi-dry rowing jackets).
✓ First aid kit with the guide in charge of the safety, safety ropes, VHF radio for communication.
✓ Box lunch for the first three days.
✓ Entry ticket and guided visit to the Queulat National Park.
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Not included:
✓ Tips.
✓ Extras in hotels.
✓ Dinners and/or any other food not specified
in the itinerary.
✓ Guide service for the transfer-out.
✓ Travel insurance policy.
Arrival flight time: Landing between 9:30 and 10:30am. Subject to change according to flight schedules for the next season.
Minimum to operate: : 2 adults.
Children: Up to 2 years old, free of charge sharing bed with their parents. From 3 to 11 years, 10% discount, sharing room with their
parents and with additional bed (subject to availability).
Level of difficulty: Easy but requires good physical condition for walking and rafting.
DEPARTURE DATES FOR SEASON 2021-2022, (always ask beforehand for availability):
OCTOBER
NOVEMBER
DECEMBER
Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su
Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su
Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su
1 2 3
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1 2 3 4 5
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
29 30
27 28 29 30 31

JANUARY
Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su
3

4

5

6

7

1

2

8

9

FEBRUARY
Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su
7

1

2

8

9 10 11 12 13

3

4

5

MARCH
Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su

6
7

1

2

8

9 10 11 12 13

3

4

5

6

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

28

28 29 30 31

31

DAYS OF THE WEEK:

ITINERARY

THURSDAY (Arrival)
FRIDAY
SATURDAY

BALMACEDA AIRPORT – COYHAIQUE – PUYUHUAPI -LA JUNTA
KAYAK ON PALENA RIVER – EL SAUCE HOT SPRINGS
LA JUNTA – QUEULAT NATIONAL PARK – COYHAIQUE

SUNDAY (Departure)

COYHAIQUE – BALMACEDA AIRPORT
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(GP AYN 202) SOUTHERN CARRETERA AUSTRAL
Marble Chapels – Exploradores Glacier Viewpoint – Patagonia National Park/Tamango area

(4 days / 3 nights)

PROGRAM BASED ON HALF BOARD (HB)
Day 1 (Sunday): Balmaceda Airport – Puerto Tranquilo – Marbel Chapels Boat Trip – Puerto Guadal
Arrival at Balmaceda Airport on a flight landing between 9:30 and 10:30am. Reception and leave immediately for the
Carretera Austral South, destination Puerto Rio Tranquilo – 182 km. (114 miles), 4 hours drive. This is a village on the
west bank of General Carrera Lake, the biggest lake in Chile and second largest in South America at 978 square
kilometers (382 square miles). It is shared with Argentina. Its waters are a turquoise color and abound with salmon
and trout.
Throughout the drive, enjoy beautiful forests of lenga, coigue and ñire, passing the Cerro Castillo National Reserve and
then follow the Ibañez River, semi covered by the volcanic ash which reminds the eruption of the Hudson Volcano in
1991. There will be several stops for photos.
Once at Puerto Rio Tranquilo, set menu lunch at a local restaurant.
In the afternoon, at the time agreed, short drive to Bahia Mansa area to take the motor-boat towards Santuario de la
Naturaleza Capillas de Mármol (Marble Chapels Sanctuary of Nature). This place of singular beauty has extremely
attractive natural caves, where the waves and wind have sculpted and polished the limestone. After one hour
navigation, continue for another 59km. (37 miles) south, to Puerto Guadal area. Accommodation in the 'Terra Luna
Lodge' or similar.

Day 2 (Monday): Puerto Guadal – Patagonia National Park, Tamango area- Cochrane
Breakfast. At 9am leave southbound on the Carretera Austral to Tamango area in Patagonia Park, about 125 km. (78
miles) away. Board a simple but safe motor-boat for about 40 minutes to go up the marvellous scenery of the
Cochrane River. Upon arrival, disembark and begin a moderate walk along a well-indicated path. This is suitable for
everyone in good health and physical shape. If you are lucky, you might see a Huemul (Hippocamelus bisulcus), a
Chilean deer and a national symbol. Leaving the Reserve, continue to the town of Cochrane for a lunch menu in a local
restaurant. Later, drive back to Puerto Guadal by the same route, much of it alongside the River Baker, which has the
greatest volume of water in Chile. An unmissable stop will be made at the confluence of the Baker and Neff Rivers, an
unequalled natural spectacle. Accommodation in the 'Terra Luna Lodge' or similar.
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Day 3 (Tuesday): Puerto Guadal – Exploradores Valley View-Point - Coyhaique
Breakfast. At 10am take the Carretera Austral northbound towards Puerto Tranquilo, 59 km. (37 miles) away. After
a stop to buy snacks if desired, continue west for 50 km. (30 miles), with stops for photos in this beautiful valley
where nature is in all its pristine, rugged, natural state. Once at the Exploradores Valley visitors' center, head for a
walk of easy to medium difficulty, through an evergreen wood and then up a short but steep slope to the top of the
moraine to reach the Exploradores Glacier Viewpoint. From there, weather permitting, observe the immensity of
the North Patagonian Ice Field, San Valentin's Mount and the Exploradores Glacier. Box lunch.
After this unforgettable visit, continue to the regional capital Coyhaique, 218 km. (136 miles). Stops for photos at
the various viewpoints. Accommodation at El Reloj, or similar hotel. Estimated time of arrival 08.30pm.
Note:
✓ Probably there will be road cuts for paving works, from Monday to Friday on the road between Puerto Tranquilo and Cerro
Castillo, so the times of departure and arrival are subject to change without previous notice.

Day 4 (Wednesday): Coyhaique – Balmaceda Airport
Breakfast. At agreed time, transfer on regular service, (without guide), to the airport (55 km., 33 miles – 50 minutes).
Pick-up time around 2h30 minutes before your flight departure time.
Remark:
✓ If your flight departure is in the afternoon, ask for half-day tour options.
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Program includes:
✓ Regular service in comfortable, modern vehicle.
✓ The transfer-out will be on regular service, without guide.
✓ Spanish/English-speaking driver/guide for up to 5 passengers.
Over this number thee will be a driver plus a guide.
✓ Luggage: 1 suitcase or bag per person. If you have more baggage,
consult about keeping it in our offices or at the hotel of the last
night's stay.
✓ Accommodation based on double room with breakfast:
➢ 02 nights in Terra Luna Lodge or a similar in Puerto
Guadal area.
➢ 01 night in 'El Reloj' or similar hotel in Coyhaique.
✓ Motorboat trip to the Marble Chapels Sanctuary of Nature.
✓ Entry ticket and boat trip in Patagonia National Park.
✓ 02 set lunches (days 1 and 2).
✓ 01 Box lunch (day 3).

Not Included:
✓ Air ticket.
✓ Tips.
✓ Drinks/beverages with meals.
✓ Extras in hotels.
✓ Food not specified in the itinerary.
✓ Guide service for the transfer-out.
✓ . Travel insurance policy.

Suggested clothing and other useful items:
✓ Outdoor clothing in layers, including wind-cheater and waterproofs as the weather in Patagonia is always unpredictable.
✓ Hiking boots or comfortable waterproof footwear.
✓ Gloves, sun-hat or cap for sun or rain.
✓ Sunglasses with UV filters.
✓ Sunblock, factor 30 at least.
✓ Camera.
Arrival flight times: Landing between 9:30 and 10:30am. Subject to change according to flight schedules for the next season.
Minimum to operate: 2 adults.

Children: Up to 2 years old, free of charge sharing bed with their parents. From 3 to 11 years, 10% discount, sharing room with
their parents and with additional bed (subject to availability).
Level of difficulty: Easy to moderate, but the climb of the moraine to the Exploradores Valley viewpoint is short but
demanding, so it requires good physical condition.
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DEPARTURE DATES FOR SEASON 2021-2022, (always ask beforehand for availability):

Mo Tu
4
11
18
25

5
12
19
26

OCTOBER
We Th Fr
1
6 7 8
13 14 15
20 21 22
27 28 29

Sa
2
9
16
23
30

Su
3
10
17
24
31

JANUARY
Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su
3

4

5

6

7

1

2

8

9

Mo
1
8
15
22
29

NOVEMBER
Tu We Th Fr Sa
2 3 4 5 6
9 10 11 12 13
16 17 18 19 20
23 24 25 26 27
30

Su
7
14
21
28

FEBRUARY
Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su
7

1

2

3

4

5

8

9 10 11 12 13

Mo Tu
6
13
20
27

7
14
21
28

DECEMBER
We Th Fr
1 2 3
8 9 10
15 16 17
22 23 24
29 30 31

Sa
4
11
18
25

Su
5
12
19
26

MARCH
Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su

6
7

1

2

3

4

5

6

8

9 10 11 12 13

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

24 25 26 27 28 29 30
31

28

28 29 30 31

DAYS OF THE WEEK:

ITINERARY

SUNDAY (Arrival)

BALMACEDA AIRPORT – PUERTO TRANQUILO – PUERTO GUADAL

MONDAY

PATAGONIA NATIONAL PARK – COCHRANE – PUERTO GUADAL

TUESDAY

PUERTO TRANQUILO - EXPLORADORES VALLEY VIEWPOINT - COYHAIQUE

WEDNESDAY (Departure)

COYHAIQUE – BALMACEDA AIRPORT
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(GP AYN 203) OVERLAND NORTH “CARRETERA AUSTRAL”– Puerto Montt to Coyhaique

(7 days / 6 nights)

PROGRAM BASED ON HALF BOARD (HB)
Day 1 (Monday): Puerto Montt - Hornopirén
Reception at 'El Tepual' Airport in Puerto Montt. Leave at 4 pm to begin the journey south on Route 7, better known
as the Carretera Austral. The Puerto Montt to Hornopirén section combines stretches on land with a sea crossing.
After about 1hour drive, take the ferry to cross from Caleta La Arena to Caleta Puelche. Continue to Hornopirén. Set
dinner and accommodation in the 'Hostería Bahía Catalina'. Estimated time of arrival 07.30pm.

Day 2 (Tuesday): Hornopirén – Caleta Gonzalo - Yelcho
Breakfast. Leave at 9.15am for the Hornopirén jetty to board and travel to Caleta Gonzalo by the Bimodal Route.
This route is divided into three sections:
➢ Section 1: Every day from Hornopirén to Leptepu. The ferry sails at 10.30 am, and takes 3½ hours.
➢ Section 2: A narrow gravel road for 10 km. (6 miles). About 30 minutes.
➢ Section 3: Half hour's crossing from Fjord Largo to Caleta Gonzalo. Sails at 3.30pm
Note: Sailing times are subject to change according to the policies of the Bimodal Route for the next season.

Arriving at Caleta Gonzalo, continue south on the Carretera Austral for around 100 km, (60 miles) to the Lake Yelcho
area. On the way, visit Pumalin Park to walk on the 'Los Alerces' path, giving us the opportunity to admire its ancient
forests in a pristine natural setting. Box lunch en route. Accommodation in the 'Lago Yelcho Lodge'. Estimated time
of arrival 7pm.
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Day 3 (Wednesday): Lago Yelcho – La Junta Town
Breakfast. In the morning leisure hike around the lodge, enjoying the natural scenery of the area. Lunch at the lodge.
In the afternoon, again take the road south on the mythical Carretera Austral to the town of La Junta (around 100 km.,
60 miles, taking about 1¼ hours). There are several attractions on the way, such as Santa Lucia village and the Palena
River. Accommodation in Espacio y Tiempo Lodge.

Day 4 (Thursday): Kayak on Palena River and El Sauce Natural Thermal Hot Springs (7,30 hours).
Breakfast. At 10am short drive towards the River Rosselot, only 1km (1,100 yards) away, to begin the day's tour. After
a brief talk on safety and other information, begin the descent of the river in rafts or kayak. After about 1 km on the
Rosselot River, you will see the confluence with the River Palena, one of the three most important of the Aysén region.
On the ride (about 16 km, 10 miles) admire the beautiful natural scenery and the varied fauna of Patagonia with several
species of birds, whose cries will accompany us. After paddling for about 2½ hours, finally reach the beach of our
destination where a vehicle awaits to take you towards Puerto Raul Marín Balmaceda. Drive 7km. (4 miles) to reach “El
Sauce” hot springs. These hot springs offer thermal bathing in the pools with 100% natural warm water, giving all the
benefits these waters deliver, as well as the relaxation and contemplation of the beautiful surrounding countryside. At
agreed time, begin the return journey to La Junta town. Enjoy a box lunch at the spa. Accommodation in Espacio y
Tiempo Lodge or similar.

Note: Passengers who do not wish to take part in the rafting, will be offered a tour to Puerto Raul Marin Balmaceda, to enjoy its
unique scenic beauty, with a set lunch in a local restaurant.
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Day 5 (Friday): Queulat National Park - Coyhaique
Breakfast. Leave at 9am to continue the journey south on the Carretera Austral, firstly to visit the town of Puyuhuapi,
44 km. (27 miles), about 1 hour before continuing to Queulat National Park. At the park walk no more than 600 meters
(yards) through woods on a well-marked path to reach the splendour of the Queulat Hanging Glacier view-point. After
this visit and experience, continue south on the same Carretera Austral to the regional capital, Coyhaique – 222 km.
(140 miles), about 4 hours. Box lunch in the park. Accommodation in 'El Reloj' or similar hotel in Coyhaique.

Day 6 (Saturday): Coyhaique – Horseback Riding
At agreed time, depart towards a private farm located just a few minutes from Coyhaique (4km/2,5 miles).
Upon arrival, you will be hosted by the owners, followed by a safety and practice briefing about horseback riding. Once
the equipment is delivered, you will start the adventure riding through a wonderful landscape in Patagonia, from the
high mountains up to the shores of the Simpson River.
After approximately 2 hours riding, you will leave the equipment to return to your hotel at Coyhaique. Lunch will be
served at a local restaurant country style. Rest of the afternoon at leisure. Overnight at Hotel El Reloj or similar.

Day 7 (Sunday): Coyhaique – Balmaceda Airport
Breakfast. At agreed time, transfer on regular service, (without guide), to the airport (55 km., 33 miles – 50 minutes).
Pick-up time around 2h30 minutes before your flight departure time.
Remarks:
✓ The horse ride is suitable for people without previous experience and lasts about 2 hours.
✓ The time for beginning this program is subject to change according to the flight schedules for the next season.
✓ Ask for optional tours in or around Coyhaique.

113

113

Program includes:
✓ Regular service in comfortable, modern vehicle.
✓ The transfer-out will be on regular service, without guide.
✓ Spanish/English-speaking driver/guide for up to 5 passengers. Over this number a driver plus a guide is considered.
✓ Accommodation according to the description in the program, based on double room with breakfast.
✓ Ferry tickets.
✓ Visit and walk at Pumalin National Park.
✓ Excursion at La Junta includes rafting on the River Palena, plus the visit to 'El Sauce' hot springs, with a box lunch, or the
alternative visit to Raul Marin Balmaceda with a set menu lunch.
✓ Specialist guides for the rafting with complete equipment for the raft and safety.
✓ Raft of 14 feet, or kayak in the case of there being more passengers, completely equipped (oar, safety helmet, class V life jacket,
neoprene suit for your size, neoprene overshoes, semi-dry rowing jackets).
✓ First aid kit with the guide in charge of the safety, safety ropes, VHF radio for communication.
✓ Box lunches as indicated in the program.
✓ Visit and guided walk at Queulat National Park.
✓ Fixed menu style lunches with 01 mineral water or soft drinks indicated in the program.
✓ Horseback riding.

Suggested clothing and other useful items:
✓ Outdoor clothing in layers, including wind-cheater
✓ and waterproofs as the weather in Patagonia is always unpredictable.
✓ Hiking boots or comfortable waterproof footwear.
✓ Sun-hat or cap for sun or rain.
✓ Sunglasses and sunblock, factor 30 at least.
✓ Small backpack to carry snacks and drinks.
✓ Towel and change of clothes for the rafting.
✓ Camera, with protection for water.

Not Included:
✓ Air ticket.
✓ Tips.
✓ Extras in hotels.
✓ Food not specified in the itinerary.
✓ Any activity not mentioned.
✓ Travel insurance policy.

Arrival flight: Landing at Puerto Montt no later than 3.30pm. Subject to change according to flight schedules for the next
season.
Minimum to operate: 4 adults. 3 weeks before the date of each departure we will confirm the operation of the program.
Children: Up to 2 years old, free of charge sharing bed with their parents. From 3 to 11 years, 10% discount, sharing room with
their parents and with additional bed (subject to availability).
Level of difficulty: Medium. Participants need to be in good physical condition for walking and the activities mentioned
in the program.
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Suggested extensions:
✓ FD San Rafael Lagoon & Glacier by catamaran from Puerto Chacabuco. Ask for sailing dates.
✓ Extension of the journey taking the program GP202 for the Carretera Austral south. Ask for availability.

DEPARTURE DATES FOR SEASON 2021-2022, (always ask beforehand for availability):
OCTOBER
NOVEMBER
DECEMBER
Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su
Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su
Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su
1 2 3
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1 2 3 4 5
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
29 30
27 28 29 30 31

JANUARY
Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su
3

4
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6
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1

2

8

9

FEBRUARY
Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su
7

1

2

3

4

5

8

9 10 11 12 13

MARCH
Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su

6
7

1

2

3

4

5

6

8

9 10 11 12 13

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

28

28 29 30 31

31
DAYS OF THE WEEK:
MONDAY (Arrival)
TUESDAY
WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY
FRIDAY
SATURDAY

ITINERARY
PUERTO MONTT - HORNOPIRÉN
HORNOPIRÉN – CALETA GONZALO –YELCHO LAKE
YELCHO LAKE– LA JUNTA
KAYAK ON PALENA RIVER - EL SAUCE HOT SPRINGS
LA JUNTA - QUEULAT NATIONAL PARK - COYHAIQUE
COYHAIQUE – HORSE-BACK RIDING – COYHAIQUE

SUNDAY (Departure)

COYHAIQUE– BALMACEDA AIRPORT
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FISHING PROGRAMMES
(GP AYN 301) COYHAIQUE RIVER LODGE

(5 days / 4 nights)

Coyhaique River Lodge is a fishing lodge created for the comfort and sport of its guests. It is only 7 minutes from the city
of Coyhaique, surrounded by native forest, on the banks of the Coyhaique River and with a privileged view of the valley.
Here the guests are guaranteed harmony and silence.
The lodge takes a maximum of 8 guests and thus guarantees a very personal service.
The Aysen region has a vast number of rivers, lakes, lagoons and streams and so it offers guests a combination of
different types of fishing: dry fly, nymph or wet fly, or spinning.
The region offers Rainbow and Brown Trout and at particular times there is the possibility of some Coho or Chinook
Salmon.

Day 1: BALMACEDA AIRPORT / COYHAIQUE RIVER LODGE
Reception at Balmaceda Airport and transfer to Coyhaique River Lodge (62km/39 miles, about 1 hour).
Days 2,3 & 4: FISHING
Breakfast is served between 7:30 and 8am every morning.
On the first day, specialist guides will show the places selected for fishing that day. On subsequent days, the guests
themselves by mutual agreement will choose where to fish, based on their experience, preferences, the level of quality
of the waters and of course weather conditions.
Day 5: COYHAIQUE RIVER LODGE / BALMACEDA AIRPORT
Breakfast. At the agreed time, transfer to the airport to take your flight to your next destination.
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It includes:
✓ Transfers IN/OUT Balmaceda Airport /Coyhaique/
Balmaceda Airport, shared with other guests of the
lodge.
✓ 03 days fishing with guide (1 guide per 2 anglers).
✓ Transfers to the fishing spots in a 4x4 vehicle.
✓ Accommodation based on double or single room with
breakfast and all meals.
✓ Lunch at the fishing spot, dinner in the Lodge.
✓ Mineral water, wine, beers during meals.
✓ Wader fishing or fishing from a motorboat, McKenzie
boat or inflatable raft.

Not included:
✓ Fishing license.
✓ Fishing tackle.
✓ Personal clothes.
✓ Dinners away from Lodge.
✓ After-meal drinks, bar.
✓ Tips.
Minimum: 1
Radio: 2 anglers for each bilingual specialist guide
(Spanish/English)
Period of Operation: November to May every year.

Fishing equipment not included:
✓ Waders.
✓ Waterproof jacket.
✓ Rods. We recommend bringing a No.4, 8foot rod, and a
No. 6 or 7, 9 foot rod.
✓ Leaders and tippet. Recommended 5x, 4x, 3x, 2x, 1x of 9
feet.
✓ Line. We recommend floating, slow sinking and fast
sinking.
✓ Fishing license.

Level demanded: Low. Ideally with previous experience.
Necessary flies, for sale at the Lodge:
Dry flies:
normal Adams, parachute Adams,
humpys, royal wulff, elk hair caddis, madam X,
stimulator, royal trude, Chernobyl ants, hoppers.
Nymphs: Prince, Hare's hear, emergent caddis, and
all kinds of bead head.
Streamers.
Bead heads, woolly buggers, egg
sucking leech, zuddlers.

Recommendations:
✓ Outdoor clothes in layers, as the weather in Patagonia is
always unpredictable.
✓ You have always to be prepared for cold, rainy or warm days.
✓ Hiking or stout footwear for walking.
✓ Sunglasses with UV filters.
✓ Binoculars.
✓ Camera.
✓ Swimsuit.
✓ Sunblock with UV filter
✓ Waterproofs
Remarks:
✓ Companions (not anglers) include accommodation in double room, all meals, and two half-day guided walks. Ask
about other activities.
✓ All services are private except for the transfers in and out, which may be shared with other guests of the lodge.
✓ The days of IN / OUT transfers fishing activity are not considered.
✓ Ask for programs of a longer duration!
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(GP AYN 302) LOS TORREONES LODGE

(5 days / 4 nights)

Los Torreones Lodge is strategically sited in the Simpson River valley, halfway between the cities of Coyhaique and
Puerto Aysen. This lodge, on the Patagonian plain, is one of the best options for fishing in the most traditional waters
of Chilean Patagonia.
Los Torreones Lodge is a happy mixture of a rustic country house and a top level hotel. The whole complex is built in a
cattle-rearing estate gifted with fertile green pastures on the banks of the River Simpson, a place of singular beauty
surrounded by the massive granite mountains that form the Andean pre-cordillera. Due to its strategic location, river
fishing is one of its main features and attractions. It is a short distance from the confluence of the Rivers Simpson and
Mañihuales, two of the most important rivers for creative sport angling in the Aysen Region.
In Los Torreones fishing is also a trip through deep Patagonia, so none of the classic trout streams are outside its fishing
programmes. Ñirehuao, Cisne, Emperador Guillermo, Paloma, Coyhaique Alto, among several other rivers, streams and
creeks add to the list of spots.

Day 1: BALMACEDA AIRPORT/ LOS TORREONES LODGE
Reception at Balmaceda Airport and transfer to Los Torreones Lodge (100km/60 miles, about 1½ hours), west of
Coyhaique on the road to Puerto Aysen/Puerto Chacabuco.
Days 2,3 & 4: FISHING
Breakfast is served between 7:30 and 8am every morning.
On the first day, specialist guides will suggest places for fishing, nevertheless they are always open to reach agreement
with the anglers, according to their interests and expectations. They will take into account experience, fishing
preferences, the level of quality of the waters and of course weather conditions.
Day 5: LOS TORREONES LODGE/ BALMACEDA AIRPORT
Breakfast. At the agreed time, transfer to the airport to take your flight to your next destination.
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It includes:
✓ Transfers from Balmaceda Airport to Coyhaique and
return, shared with other guests of the lodge.
✓ 3 days fishing with guide (1 guide per 2 anglers).
✓ Transfers to fish spots in a 4x4 vehicle.
✓ Accommodation based on double or single room with
breakfast and all meals.
✓ Lunch at the fishing spot, dinner in the Lodge.
✓ Mineral water, wine, beers during meals.
✓ Wader fishing or fishing from a motorboat, McKenzie
boat and catarafts.
Fishing equipment not included:
✓ Waders.
✓ Waterproof jacket.
✓ Rods. We recommend bringing a No. 6 or 7, 9 foot rod.
✓ Leaders and tippet. Recommended 5x, 4x, 3x, of 9 feet, 1x
and 2x of 7½ feet.
✓ Line. We recommend floating and fast sinking.
✓ Fishing license.
Period of Operation: October to May every year.
Level demanded: Low. Ideally with previous experience.

Not included:
✓ Fishing license, USD70 estimated.
✓ Fishing equipment.
✓ Personal clothes.
✓ Dinners away from Lodge.
✓ After-meal drinks, bar.
✓ Tips.
Minimum: 1
Radio: 2 anglers for each bilingual specialist guide
(Spanish/English).
Suggestions:
✓ Outdoor clothes in layers, as the weather in
Patagonia is always unpredictable.
✓ You have always to be prepared for cold, rainy or
warm days.
✓ Hiking or stout footwear for walking.
✓ Sunglasses with UV filters.
✓ Binoculars.
✓ Camera.
✓ Swimsuit.
✓ Sunblock with UV filter
✓ Waterproofs

Remarks:
✓ Fishing is mainly in rivers but you may also fish in lakes.
✓ Companions (not anglers) include accommodation in double room and all meals. Ask about activities such as guided
walks and/or rides, horse riding.
✓ There is one guide for a maximum of two anglers. All services are private except for the transfers in and out, which
may be shared with other guests of the lodge.
✓ Ask for program of a longer duration!
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(GPAYN 303) GREEN BAKER LODGE – BAKER RIVER

(5 days / 4 nights)

Green Baker Lodge is located in a unique place in Patagonia, on the banks of the largest river in Chile, which is the
Baker River, approx. 300km (188 miles) from the airport of Balmaceda. This lodge of more tan 600 square meters was
specially built for fishing lovers. It has 6 double in suite bedrooms with private bathrooms and a breathtaking view of
the river and the surrounding snowy mountains. Each room is located just steps fro the river, very productive Eddy
currents and a pier to embark on the adventure, or even go out with your waders with a view to a traditional and
exciting evening.
The Club House comprises of two living rooms with fireplace, large bar, restaurant, a large recreation room and fly
tying. Undoubtedly the view, comfort, warmth and expertise of this place will be and unforgettable experience.
Day 1: BALMACEDA AIRPORT/ PATAGONIA BAKER LODGE
Reception at Balmaceda Airport and transfer to Green Baker Lodge (300km, about 5 hours). Located at the Baker River
Itself near the town of Puerto Bertrand.

Days 2,3 & 4: FISHING
Breakfast is served between 7.30 and 8am every morning.
On the first day, specialist guides will suggest places for fishing, nevertheless they are always open to reach agreement
with the anglers, according to their interests and expectations. They will take into account experience, fishing
preferences, the level of quality of the waters and of course weather conditions.
Day 5: GREEN BAKER LODGE/ BALMACEDA AIRPORT
Breakfast. At the agreed time, transfer to the airport to take flights to your next destination.
Note: No anglers / companions have included 1 activity per day among: Sailing to the Marble Chapels Sanctuary of Nature;
half day excursion to the former Tamango Reserve, today part of the Patagonia Park; horseback riding near the Baker area;
rafting on the Baker River, visit the Patagonia National Park and / or Lake Plomo trekking at Bertrand area.
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It includes:
✓ Round trip transfers from/to Balmaceda airport.
✓ Fishing activity with a specialist guide (1 guide for every 2
anglers).
✓ Transfers to the fishing spots of proper vehicles.
✓ Fishing license.
✓ Accommodation based on double or single occupancy
with breakfast and all meals.
✓ Lunch at the fishing spots, dinners at the lodge.
✓ Mineral water, wine, beers during meals.
✓ Wading fishing or from a motorboat, Reboin catacrafts.
✓ A daily activity for non-anglers:
✓ Navigation to the Marble Chapels.
✓ Horse-back riding.
✓ Rafting activity.
✓ HD visit to Patagonian Park, including Tamango
area, etc.

Period of Operation: October to May of each year.
Difficulty: Low.

Not included:
✓ Dinners outside the lodge.
✓ Open bar/premium liquors.
✓ Equipment described below.
✓ Tips.
Fishing equipment not included:
✓ Waders.
✓ Waterproof jacket.
✓ Rods. We recommend bringing a No. 6 or 7, 9 foot rod.
✓ Leaders and tippet. Recommended 5x, 4x, 3x, of 9 feet, 1x
and 2x of 7½ feet.
✓ Line. We recommend floating and fast sinking.
It is recommended to bring:
✓ Clothes in outdoor layers.
✓ Outdoor shoes for walks.
✓ Sunglasses with UV filter.
✓ Binoculars, camera.
✓ Swimming suit.
✓ Sunblock with UV filter,
✓ Waterproof jacket.

Remarks:
✓ Fishing is mainly in rivers but you may also fish in lakes and lagoons.
✓ Companions (not anglers) include accommodation in double room and all meals.
✓ There is one guide for a maximum of two anglers.
✓ All services are private except for the transfers in and out, which may be shared with other guests of the lodge.
✓ Ask for program of a longer duration!
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LET'S TAKE CARE OF THE PLANET AND OUR PATAGONIA
THANK YOU FOR TRAVELLING WITH GRAN PATAGONIA…NOBODY KNOWS YOU BETTER
SPECIALIST OPERATOR WITH A SEAL OF QUALITY
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